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WRITE TO THE PRISONERS OF WAR AND POLITICAL PRISONERS: 


PUERTO RICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

Edwin Cortes #92153-024 
Alberto Rodriguez #92150-024 
Ricardo Jimenez #88967-024 
RO Bo* 1000 
Lewisburg. PA 17837 

Ellzam Escobar #88969-024 
FCI 

Box 1500 
El Reno. OK 

Oscar Lopez #88765-024 

kirr 

71 W. Van Buren 
Chicago IL 60605 
AdoHo Matos *88968-024 
RO Bo* 1000 
Lompoc. CA 93438 
William Guillermo Morales 
Apia 20-853 
Col San Angel 
Mexico 20-D.F. 

Dylcia Pagan #88971-024 

Lucy Rodriguez #889734)24 

Haydee Torres #88462-024 

Carmen Valentin #88974-024 

FCI Pleasanton 

5701 8th Si 

Camp Parks 

Dublin. CA 94S68 

Alicia Rodriguez #N07157 

PO Box C 

Dwight. IL 60420 

Luis Rosa #N02743 
Box 711 

Menard. IL 60434 

Alejandnna Torres #92052-024 
HSU Lexington 
PO Box 2000 
Lexington, KY 40512 

Carlos Alberto Torres #88978024 
FCI 

902 Renfroe 
Talladega. AL 35160 

PUERTO RICAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Julio Veras y Delgadillo #00799-069-63 
FCI 

Petersburg. VA 23803 

Filiberlo Ojeda Rios #03167-069 
Juan Segarra Palmer 
Federal Detention Center 
PO Bax 178 
Hartford. CT 06101-0178 


NEW AFRIKAN/BLACK 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Kalima Aswad s/n Robert Duran #824120 
Duell Correctional Facility 
RO Box 600 
Tracy. CA 95376 

Mohamln Geuka Koti #80-A-808 
Albert Nuh Washington #77-A-1528 
Auburn Cor. Facility 
135 Stale Street 
Auburn. NY 13024-9000 

Jah s/n Teddy Heath #75-A-0l39 
Attica Cor Facility 
PO Bax 149 
Attica. NY 14011 

Herman Bell #79-C-262 
Box 51 

Comstock. NY 12821 

Ceciilo Chui Ferguson 

FD. PO. Box 1000 

Lewisburg. PA 17837 

Basheer Hameed (s/n James York) 

#82-A-6313 

RO BoxB 

Dannemora. NY 12929 
Mark Cook #20025-148K 
3901 Klein Boulevard 
Lompoc. CA 93438 
Haki Malik Abdullah 
s/n Michael Green #C-56123 
Ruchell Cinque Magee #A92051 
Hugo Pinell #A88401 
Folsom Prison 
Repress. CA 95671 

Robert Seth Hayes #74-A-2280 
Abdul Majid #82-A-483 
Jalil Muntaqm #77-A-4283 
Greenhaven Prison 

Stormvlfe. NY 12582 
Kojo s/n Grailing Brown 
MCC 

71 W Van Buren 
Chicago IL 60605 
Watani Tyehimba 
FO Terminal Island 
PO Box 7 

San Pedro, CA 90731 
Sundiata Acoli s/n aark Squire 
#39794-066 
Richard Thompson-El 
RO Box 1000 
Marion. IL 62959 
Geronimo Pratt #B-40319 
Charles Scott #019320 
San Quentin Prison 
Tamal CA 94976 

Richard Dhoruba Moore #72-A-0639 
Sullivan Corn Fac 
PO. Box A-G 
Fallsburg. NY 12733 


Sekou Odmga #052284)54 
USP Leavenworth 
PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth. KS 66048 

Mutulu Shakur #832054)12 
Kazi Toure (s/n Chris King) 
MCC-9 South 
150 Park Row 
NY. NY 10007 

Richard Matundi Lake #79972 
100 Warrior Lane 
Bessemer, AL 35023 
Comrade Rikke Green #84244 
Oklahoma Stale Penitentiary 
RO Box 97 
McAlester, OK 74501 

Gary Tyler #84156 
Louisiana State Pen 
Angola. LA 70712 

MOVE Prisoners 

William Phillips Africa #4986 
Edward Goodman Africa #4974 
RO Box 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 

Debbie Sims Africa #6307 
Consuella Dotson Africa 
Ramona Johnson Africa 
Alberta Wicker Africa 
Sue Savmo Africa 
Janlne Phillips Africa 
Merle Austin Africa 
Janet Holloway Africa 
RO Box 180 
Muncy. PA 17756 

Charles Sims Africa #M4972 
Delbert Orr Africa #M4985 
Carlos Perez Africa 
Drawer K 
Dallas. PA 18612 
Mumla Abu Jamal 
Michael Africa 
Drawer R 

Huntington. PA 16652 

NATIVE AMERICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Dick Marshall 
RO Box 55 
Sioux Falls. SD 57655 
Rita Silk Nauni 
Box 11492 

Mable Basset Cor Inst 
Oklahoma aty, OK 73136 

Leonard Peltier #69637-132 
PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Standing Deer s/n Robert Wilson 
McAlister State Prison 
RO Box 97 
McAlester. OK 74502 


list continues on back page 
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Fight White Supremacy! 

No Justice, No Peace! 



*10,000 people protest at Mayor Koch's 
house against racist attacks 


"Hey, Columbia, haven’t you heard? This 
is not Johannesburg!* 1 was the chant of 
students protesting racist attacks on cam¬ 
pus. Climaxing weeks of verbal harassment, 
white students from a notoriously racist 
and sexist fraternity attacked and beat 
several Black students at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity in New York City last March 22. 
Anti-racist demonstrators, led by the Con¬ 
cerned Black Students at Columbia, and also 
many white students, as well as supporters 
from the Harlem community have kept up the 
pressure for weeks. After the university 
stalled a disciplinary investigation — 
and after university president Michael 
Sovern interceded with the police on be¬ 
half of the white students — one attack¬ 
er was disciplined out of four who were 
positively identified, and out of over a 
dozen who might have been identified had 
the university or the police really tried. 
After almost 70 anti-racist students 
were arrested after a peaceful blockade 
of a college building, the rallying 
chant became "Hey, Columbia, haven 1 t you 
heard? This sure feels like Johannes¬ 
burg! " 

What is happening in Amerika today? 


Across the country — in Black communities 
from Harlem to Watts; at universities like 
Columbia, the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst and the University of Michigan; 
in white enclaves like Howard Beach, Queens 
and Cummings, Georgia — every day there 
is a new report in the papers about a 
racist attack on Black people that has 
taken place somewhere in this country. 

Some are committed by police, others by 
white supremacists who wear no uniforms 
and others by paramilitary organizations 
like the ku klux klan and the Order. The 
list goes on and on. International atten¬ 
tion has been drawn to these attacks by 
the response of the Black community — 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE! 

The developments taking place in this 
country are clear. Massive unemployment, 
the drug plague, decayed housing and pol¬ 
ice violence are the norm in Amerika*s 
Black communtiies; the Supreme Court 
makes a profoundly racist decision up¬ 
holding the death penalty even though 
the Court admits that it affects Black 
people at a disproportionate rate (see 
article in this issue, p. 14); in New 
York City, racist vigilante Bernhard 
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Goetz fights a test case to legalize the 
murder of Black people. These develop¬ 
ments illustrate the strategy of the U.S. 
government to sanction racism while it 
strengthens the mechanisms of white 
supremacy. 

Racist violence is nothing new — it is 
as old as Amerika. Nor is resistance to 
attacks new for the Black community. But 
at least in New York City, there is a new 
upsurge of people in struggle. The Black 
community here is mobilizing to protest 
the attacks, to organize community self- 
defense and to demand that the law be en¬ 
forced against the attackers. In light 
of the climate in which these racist at¬ 
tacks are taking place and the signifi¬ 
cance of the Black community*s response, 
we want to address several issues that 
have been important to us and are, we 
believe, to other progressive white 
Northanericans. These are all issues 
that have arisen for us in the course of 
our participation in demonstrations, for¬ 
ums and discussions to organize against 
racist attacks in New York City. 

Our work has reaffirmed for us that the 
fight against white supremacy is a funda¬ 
mental commitment for any progressive 
white individual or movement in this 
country. The fight against white suprem¬ 
acy challenges us to break with the dom¬ 
inant Amerikan society and resist — and 
to do so when the struggle for freedom is 
taking place in our very own communities 
and not just five thousand miles away in 
another country. We have seen that while 
many progressive white people have come out 
to the demonstrations and community Forums 
called to resist white Supremacy and racist 
attacks, many, many more have not. Why is 
that, and how can it change? 

White supremacy is the glue that holds 
this system together. That is why all 
of us who are working for change have to 
take on white supremacy. (We use the term 
"white supremacy*' because we are talking 
about a whole system — a material real¬ 
ity — whereas the term "racism” is more 
accurately used to describe a set of ideas.) 
White supremacy is an economic system of 
particular exploitation and oppression of 
Black and other Third World people within 
this country and around the world, and of 
relative privilege for all white people. 

It is an Ideological and social system 
that bolsters and protects that economic 
reality, one which infects every part of 
our lives with the mythology that Euro- 
American culture (and the white people 
that create it) is far superior to any¬ 
thing that Third World people have ever 
created; a system in which white people 
have real social power over Black people. 
White supremacy serves the needs of the 
rulers of this country very well: in ex¬ 
change for a tiny fraction of the profits 
they extract from the labor and resources 
of Third World nations and peoples, they 
have bought the allegiance of large num¬ 


bers of white people. White supremacy 
means that there is a consciousness among 
white people that if Black people win 
any gains, it must be at the expense of 
white people. This is the basis, for 
example, of the opposition of many white 
workers to affirmative action programs. 
What if economic gains for Black people 
— and for white workers as well, for 
that matter — came out of the pockets 
of the owners of the economy? The way 
to combat the contradictions of privilege 
is by cutting up the whole pie different¬ 
ly, not by haggling over the size of our 
relative pieces. 


There are numbers of examples in the his¬ 
tory of social movements among white 
people which, though we were honestly 
working for change, were coopted and mis¬ 
directed because the system exploited our 
own white supremacy. A good example is 
that of the women*s liberation movement. 

We mark a real turning point in the 
women's movement in the late seventies, 
with the beginning of the United Nations 
International Decade of Women and of a 
serious international discussion about 
the situation of women worldwide. Women 
of the Third World posed the challenge of 
a "new economic order," the reality that 
for the greatest number of women in the 
world, women's liberation wasn't a reality 
separate from the economic and political 
freedom of their entire nations from the 
domination of U.S. and European imperialism. 
At the very same time, the U.S. government 
began to beat the drum of women*s libera¬ 
tion, convening the Houston Conference in 
1978 to present an alternate view of 
•women's liberation": the freedom for 
women in the developed countries to share 
in the bounty those countries reap from 
the Third World. You, too (or at least 
some of you) can be a corporate executive, 
an FBI agent, a Supreme Court justice. 
Emancipation lies, they said, in improving 
and sharing in the system as it is, not in 
any real redistribution of power or wealth. 
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While women of the Third World were fight¬ 
ing to win liberation for their nations 
and laying the basis for real women's 
liberation, Northamerican women were 
sidetracked into opting for privilege 
over liberation. What we see now is a 
women's movement drained of life, unable 
to mount a serious counteroffensive against 
the anti-woman agenda of the 80s -- while 
the women of the national liberation move¬ 
ments and socialist nations are participat¬ 
ing in making history. 

There are many reasons why white people 
need to fight white supremacy and sup¬ 
port the fight for Black liberations 

— because it is a just struggle for 
human rights and self-determination. 

— because the oppressor loses his/her 
humanity in maintaining white supremacy. 
Look at South Africa, at Nazi Germany, 

at the expressions of hatred on the faces 
of white racist mobs. 

"This divorce (white from Black — 

Ed.) menaces, when it does not 
destroy, any possibility of the 
examined or the moral life — since 
we are all brothers and must learn 
from each other — and it weakens 
one's grasp of reality. It is 
impossible to look at a man and 
pretend that this man is a mule. 

It is impossible to couple with a 
Black woman and describe the child 
you have both created as a mulatto 
— either it's your child, or a 
child, or it isn't. It is impos¬ 
sible to pretend that you are not 
heir to and, therefore, however in¬ 
adequately or unwillingly, responsi¬ 
ble for the place that gave you 
life -- without becoming, at very 
best, a dangerously disoriented 
human being. . . there is no 
other detail of American life more 
revelatory and, absolutely, no 
level of American life it does not 
corrupt. 

— James Baldwin, The Evidence of 
Things Not Seen 

— because the nature of solidarity is 
that when you Bhare in the struggle, you 
share in the victory. An example: in the 
South in the days of Jim Crow, the govern¬ 
ment created a police state in order to 
maintain segregation. And that meant that 
progressive and oppressed white people — 
trade union organizers, progressives and 
communists, gay people, rebels of all 
kinds — were held down by that police 
state as well. The struggle against seg¬ 
regation and for human rights could 
change the conditions of life for all 
people, and to some extent did so. On a 
broader scale, upsurges in the Black 
Liberation Movement have always awakened 
white people to the oppressive and barren 
reality of many aspects of life in Amerika: 


in the 60s, when the Civil Rights Movement 
birthed the anti-war movement and the 
women's movement ; true now, when Black 
people have led and propelled the movement 
against apartheid and for liberation for 
Azania/South Africa. When the Black com¬ 
munity mobilizes against police violence, 
they are targetting the front-line troops 
who maintain an entire society of exploi¬ 
tation, male supremacy and homophobia. The 
racist fraternity members who attacked the 
Black students at Columbia belong to 
Sigma Chi, a fraternity that has a repu¬ 
tation for date rape as well as for phys¬ 
ically attacking gay people. It's a 
package deal — and*it is often the 
Black movement which opens our eyes to 
those realities. 

One major question raised by the rise of 
white supremacy and the resistance of 
Black people is one of power for Black 
people — until and unless Black people 
have the economic, political and social 
power to determine their own destinies — 
until and unless they are able to defeat 
the hold of U.S. imperialism in every 
respect — their oppression will continue. 
The ultimate victory cannot be granted by 
the oppressor, it must be won and defended 
by Black people, because whatever is given 
can be taken away. 

It i9 that same question of power that pre 
sents a challenge to white progressive 
people within day-to-day struggles in the 
community and on campusses. And the re¬ 
sponse historically of the white left to 
that challenge has not been a very glor¬ 
ious one. 

CFR has been attending demonstrations, 
community meetings and forums in New 
York City called in response to the in¬ 
cidence of racist violence. We've been 
helping to mobilize progressive white 
Northamerleans to oppose the attacks and 
to support the Black community's efforts 
to resist and to defend itself. We've 
been engaged in some discussions that we 
want to share with the readers of The 
Insurgent . 

One argument we've frequently heard is 
that white Northamericans don't like 
being "separated" from Black people -- 
we, they say, think all people are equal: 
it is the Black community that insists 
on dividing us by working and organizing 
separately. The status quo, though, is 
white supremacy — which gives white 
people real power relative to Black and 
other Third World people. Simply having 
anti-racist beliefs doesn't in and of it¬ 
self redress the imbalance of power and 
resources that exist. To truly unite, 
people and nations have to come together 
as equals, with equal say in decision¬ 
making and equal power to implement de¬ 
cisions. In the reality of U.S. society, 
often Black people choose to organize 
themselves separately, to determine their 
own demands and course of action — so 
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when there is unity, it can be genuine 
unity and not on the terms of the status 
quo. When Black people celebrate their 
political and cultural unity, reclaim 
their true history and affirm that, as 
Malcolm X said, they are not citizens 
of Amerika but its victims, it strength¬ 
ens the entire struggle for social change. 


supremacy anywhere unless we were going to 
deal with it here at home. There probably 
hasn't been a trme in U.S. history when 
white people have mobilized against 
racism without having been pushed to do 
so by Black people in struggle — so the 
question of leadership isn't abstract, 
it's very real in our experience. 


We have also talked with people who say 
"we, too, are oppressed in this society 
because we are women, or lesbians, or 
poor, or gay — and since the fight for 
change is in our interests as well, there 
is no reason why Black people should 
lead the fight against white supremacy." 

As far as we can tell, this is a real is¬ 
sue that comes up on every campus and in 
every community where people are fighting 
to divest or taking on police violence. 

We do think that many white people are 
oppressed and exploited by this system — 
that's why we're anti-imperialists our¬ 
selves. The question is a very con¬ 
crete one — what’s going on where you 
are, in the fight you're involved in. If 
it's about racism, if it's about the lib¬ 
eration of Black people here or in Africa, 
then isn't it Black people who are most 
often in the best position to understand, 
define and target the problem? In fact, 
in recent years it has been Black students 
involved in the movement to support the 
people of Azanla/South Africa and for 
university divestment who have fought 
that no movement could deal with white 


These issues that have come up for us 
and the people we've been working with 
are signs of a deeper disturbance about 
the course of the struggle in this coun¬ 
try — a disturbance among progressive 
white people about Black people taking 
power. It is the distrubance that the 
oppressor often feels about the empower¬ 
ment of the oppressed — when Black 
people ir. this country are empowered, 
will they direct their power against us ? 
The real challenge is that oppressed 
people in motion pose the question "You 
are either part of the problem or part 
of the solution" in the most immediate 
way. Which side are you/we on? We 
get confronted with our own investment 
in white supremacy when we don't active¬ 
ly fight it, because it permeates our wholi 
lives and our entire culture. 

So long as there have been white settlers 
in this country, there has been white 
supremacy. Unimaginable wealth has 
been derived from the land and resources 
of this country -- once all Native Amer¬ 
ican land — and from the labor of Black 
people in the fields and factories. As 
many as 100,000,000 people may have been 
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kidnapped from Africa for slaveryi Not 
only has this wealth (along with that 
taken from other oppressed nations inside 
this country’s borders, like Occupied 
Mexico# and outside# like Puerto Rico) 
enriched the rulers of this country, it 
has smoothed the rough edges of life for 
many white people. 

As Black people shared the common exper¬ 
ience of slavery and resistance# they 
created a common culture out of their 
differing African heritages and their 
unified Amerikan reality; later, when the 
ruling class of this country betrayed the 
promise of Reconstruction guaranteeing 
40 acres# a mule and political power to 
Black people# a new slavery of sharecrop¬ 
ping and Jim Crow was created. In this 
struggle# a Black nation was forged in 
the South where Black people have 
lived and worked since the 1600s# often 
outnumbering white people in the popula¬ 
tion of some areas. We beleive that 
these conditions mean that the strategy 
of revolutionary nationalism — land and 
independence for this land and the con¬ 
struction of a socialist New Afrika — 
is the ultimate way in which Black people 
will be free and empowered. We also know 
that it is the masses of Black people 
themselves who will determine the 
course of their liberation struggle. 

But we think there are some bottom-line 
stands for progressive white people in this 
country to fight white supremacy and to 
support the struggle of Black people for 
f reedom: 

— P ight racism everywhere we encounter 
it. Support the efforts*of Black people 
towards liberation. That includes 
confronting racist ideology; opposing 
white supremacist organxmg by the klan 
and other similar groups; recognizing the 
role of the police as armies of occupation 
and fighting against police violence; and 
looking carefully at how Black and other 
Third World people are empowered — or 
not — by the attitudes and structures in 
our political organizations and the move¬ 
ments we are a part of. 

— Support the right of Black and other 
Third World people to self-determination. 

In our day-to-day work in this period of 
history# this gets expressed as their 
right to organize autonomously# to formu¬ 
late the demands of their struggles# to 
organize self-defense for their communi¬ 
ties. Follow the leadership of Third 
World people in struggles against racism. 

— In the long course of the Black strug¬ 
gle for human rights# people have made 
many sacrifies. Many have died and many 
have been imprisoned. These political 
prisoners and Prisoners of War need our 
support. White Korthamericans have joined 
in solidarity# and some are now political 
prisoners as well. Learn about them, 
write to them# tell others about them. 


In particular# support New Afrikan POW 
Mutulu Shakur and Northamerlean political 
prisoner Marilyn Buck# due to go on trial 
next fall on charges arising out of the 
1979 liberation of Assata Shakur from 
prison and other activities (see p. 27). Dr. 
Shakur has declared himself to be a POW 
because he is part of the revolutionary 
strategy for the independence of New 
Afrika; Marilyn Buck is an anti-imperial¬ 
ist who has dedicated her entire adult 
life to solidarity with the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement and to building 
revolutionary resistance among Northamer- 
lcans. The stances that they have taken 
affirm the right of the Black Nation to 
fight for liberation by any means neces¬ 
sary. 

— Relate the fight against white suprem¬ 
acy to all of the work that we do — in 
the solidarity movements# in the women's 
movement, in the lesbian/gay movements# 
in our communities and schools. 

This past April 25th, over 100,000 people 
demonstrated in Washington, D.C. against 
U.S. aggression in Central America and 
South Africa. The size and power of the 
demonstration showed the growth of anti¬ 
war feelings among many people in this 
country — union members, the church, 
students. Yet hardly a word was spoken 
by the organizers in protest of racist 
attacks and the white supremacist reality 
of Amerika. 

It is not so very hard for us to see that 
Nicaragua is a nation and should right¬ 
fully be run by the Nicaraguan people# or 
that the people of Azania/South Africa 
have the human right to determine their 
own destinies. Over the years# we have 
had alot of discussion about how these 
nations have the right to figure out how 
they will win and protect their freedom. 

We can and should be able to draw the 
same conclusions about Black people in 
this country. 
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When You Strike a Woman, You've Struck a Rock 

Women Political Prisoners: 

We Will Not Be Turned Back by Laura wNtehom 

Pleasanton FCI 


The opening of the control unit for women 
political prisoners at Lexington has stirred 
up discussion about why the u.s. government 
found it necessary, in its counter-insurgen¬ 
cy program, to open such a unit now. In 
other words, why are there so many women 
political prisoners and Prisoners of War, 
and what particular contributions do we 
make to our movements that make us such a 
threat to the u.s.? 

The counter-insurgency "experts" themselves 
say that women revolutionaries are especi¬ 
ally "dangerous" to the system because we 
are willing to fight to the end for what we 
believe in. They see that we are able to 
communicate and develop relationships with 
other women in prison. The counter-insur¬ 
gency experts would like to deal with us as 
a series of individuals. Then they'd be 
better able to suppress us by isolating and 
burying us. 

But, we are more than individuals. Now, 
don't get me wrong: I've had the chance to 
see Lolita Lebron on her release from pris¬ 
on, Assata Shakur and Haydee Torres in 
court, and to kqgw many of the northamerlcan 
comrades. So, I know that women political 
prisoners and POW's are some powerful and 
exemplary individuals. But, more than 
that, women POW's and political prisoners 
have played roles within revolutionary 
armed clandestine organizations, and have 
made tremendous sacrifices in order to 
build revolutionary organizations within 
the national liberation movements and the 
northamerican anti-imperialist movement. 
Women have been accused of righteous acts, 
including participating in revolutionary 
expropriations of funds; armed attacks on 
imperialist, colonialist and white suprema¬ 
cist targets; the liberation of Assata 
Shakur and attempted liberation of other 
POW's. Women have developed necessary 
resources and infrastructure in order for 
revolutionary organization to exist, 
survive and grow, including raising chil¬ 
dren in clandestinity. We have participa¬ 
ted as both leadership and cadre in 
political and ideological work. If the 
state was not so bent on suppressing the 
Puerto Rican Independence Movement by 
trying to destroy the armed clandestine or¬ 
ganizations, it would not be so compelled 
to put Alejandrina Torres in the Lexington 
HSU control unit. If the u.s. government 
was not so intent on crushing white north¬ 
american revolutionary organization, it 
would not be so necessary for it to desig¬ 
nate Susan Rosenberg, Silvia Baraldini and 
Carol Manning to Lexington HSU either. 


In 1980, when 5 captured Puerto Rican 
independent!sta women declared themselves 
Prisoners of War (alodg with the 6 men 
arrested with them in Evanston, IL), they 
rejected the jurisdiction of the u.s. 
colonialist courts over their nation's 
struggle. This reflected a growing trend: 
that the era of national liberation also 
unchained a mighty struggle for women's 
liberation within every movement. I first 
saw this close-up in the Vietnamese 
struggle for independence and against u.s. 
colonialism. Vietnamese women had been at 
the very bottom of the feudal society; 
their oppression exacerbated by colonialism: 
they were the "slaves of slaves." From 
1930 on—the year of the simultaneous found¬ 
ing of the Indochinese Communist Party and 
the party-led women's organization—women 
played leading roles in every aspect of the 
liberation struggle. During the war years, 
when we honored the examples of the Viet¬ 
namese leaders, Mme. Binh and Mme. Dinh, 
we were honoring the struggle for women's 
liberation within People's War. In Vietnam 
the process of mobilizing the whole people 
would have been impossible without the 
desire of the women to fight as full parti¬ 
cipants in the anti-colonialist struggle an t 
the socialist revolution. And in the pro¬ 
cess, women were transformed from "slaves 
of slaves" to combatants, teachers, clandes¬ 
tine operatives, organizers, diplomats, 
politicians, and militia members, determined 
to win national liberation and equality for 
women. 

The economic and social structures imposed 
on the women of oppressed nations by imper¬ 
ialist domination have propelled Third 
World women into the front ranks among the 
gravediggers of the capitalist system. As 
a reflection of this fact, one sign of the 
advance towards victory of national libera- 



Dora Maria Tellez, Nicaraguan Minister 
of Health (credit: NACLA) 
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merit of masses of women in all levels of 
the struggle: Viet Nam, Zimbabwe, Nicaragua. 
In contributing to the rebuilding of their 
societies and the construction of socialism, 
women bring to the struggle particular 
determination borne of this transformation 
process: the experience of achieving 

respect and equality within the ranks of 
the guerrillas, and the taste of true liber¬ 
ation that accompanies the act of seizing 
control over your own destiny for the first 
time. 

For the northamerican women political 
prisoners, the examples of women from the 
national liberation struggles is more than 
inspirational. It has taught us how we can 
win our own liberation by fighting imperial¬ 
ism and struggling for socialist revolution. 
For myself, having had the chance to exper¬ 
ience what equality between men and women 
can truly mean (during a trip to Viet Nam 
in 1975. just after the Vietnamese victory). 
I understood better and became unalterably 
committed to the kind of society I want to 
fight for. For me. the concept of imperial¬ 
ism as a common enemy has been very immedi¬ 
ate. As long as 1 was bound and constricted 
by the dictates of male supremacy. I was 
unable to fight effectively for an end to 
national oppression, white supremacy and 
racism. As a lesbian woman, it's been 
necessary for me not only to fight my 
oppressor, imperialism, but ilso to strug¬ 
gle within the anti-imperialist movement 
for respect and against sexism. 

For some of the northamerican women politi¬ 
cal prisoners, the path toward revolutionary 
anti-imperialism'"began with a desire not to 
follow their mother's footsteps into the 
mills: to break out of^the suffocating 
demands of life for working-class women; to 
rofuse to bring children up to be one more 
generation of used-up-and-spit-back-out 
grist for the system. For all of us. some 
of the most difficult and powerful struggles 
have been the internal ones; turning oppres¬ 
sion and weakness into revolutionary will, 
creativity and strength. 

Most simply, the u.s. government built the 
HSU at Lexington because the number of 
women political prisoners and Prisoners of 
War has so dramatically increased—at least 
14 captured in the past 6 years alone. For 
their counter-insurgency aims, the state 
needs to suppress and silence us—as Marion 
Penitentiary is intended to do to our 
brothers. This is necessary for the u.s. 
because we represent the revolutionary 
direction in which the most fundamental 
contradictions within imperialism will be 
resolved. We also represent a threat to 
their control because we have begun to be 
deeply transformed by the process of strug¬ 
gle in clandestine revolutionary formations- 
often more visibly changed than our men 
comrades. We've taken the things we've 
understood and experienced from our years 
of oppression as women and turned them 
into weapons against u.s. imperialism. 

We've used the endurance learned from the 


pain oi our lives as women, and turned it 
into the strength to get us through hard 
tasks and difficult moments in clandestine 
struggle, as well as long prison terms 
and control units, as the Lexington HSU. 

We've taken the years of bitterness and 
turned them into determination to win— 
an essential ingredient of revolution at 
any time, and particularly important in 
early lonely stages. In this process, 
we've had a taste of what liberation will 
be, and we will never be turned back. 

What the u.s. is trying to bury alive in the 
Lexington HSU is not the threat of escape, 
but the threat of revolution—the threat of 
victory once masses of women join the revo¬ 
lutionary struggles for national liberation 
and socialism. 

Laura Whitehom 

Alderson FCI, Davis Hall 

March 8, 1987 

(Laura has since been transferred to 
Pleasanton FCI in California) 


Shut It Down! 

As of this writing, three political pris¬ 
oners -- Puerto Rican Prisoner of War 
Alejandrina Torres, and Northamerican 
anti-imperialist political prisoners 
Silvia Baraidim and Susan Rosenberg — 
are at the new High Security Unit at 
Lexington, Kentucky. They have all 
been told that they were designated to 
the unit because of their "political 
associations." 

The unit's conditions are isolation, 
control and sensory deprivation. They, 
along with two other social prisoners who 
are housed there, are denied all social 
visits except from immediate family. 

They are allowed no personal property — 
even their underwear is prison issue — 
and their mail and all incoming political 
literature is censored and often denied. 

The women are under constant video surveil¬ 
lance and all of their activities are 
observed and recorded by the guards on 
the unit. 

Pressure from the community has resulted 
in some minor improvements. The unit was 
initially painted a blinding, glossy 
white designed to cause disorientation 
and damage to people's vision; it has 
been repainted a more neutral color. In 
addition, the women were originally told 
to submit lists of 15 proposed corres¬ 
pondents who would be thoroughly investi¬ 
gated and then approved (or disapproved) 
by the Bureau of Prisons. The comrades 
refused to submit the lists; their refus¬ 
al, along with some 5,000 letters of pro¬ 
test received by the Bureau of Prisons 
forced the BOP to back down on this rule. 
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Recently* the prison attempted to force 
Susan and Alejandrina to work in UNICOR, 
the federal prison slave-labor corporation. 
At Lexington HSU* UNICOR work means fold¬ 
ing underwear for the U.S. Army. (In many 
institutions* UNICOR works for the Dept, 
of Defense.) Both women refused* and the 
prison lifted the order — for the time 
being. 

However* the unit's character — isolation 
and control — and its goal — the psycho¬ 
logical and physical destruction of women 
political prisoners and POWs — remain 
unchanging. Only our greatest vigilance 
and militant pressure will succeed in 
SHUTTING IT DOWN! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO : 

T. Write to the sisters inside. They 
need support, news and dialoque — and 
the government needs to know that we are 
out here. Their addresses are on our 
inside cover. 

2. Write to J. Michael Quinlan* Direct¬ 
or of the Bureau of Prisons* 320 First 
St. N.W.* Washington* D.C. 20002 to 
protest the human rights abuses at the 
Lexington HSU and to demand that it be 
shut down. 

3. Contact the Committee to Fight 
Repression with your ideas* financial 
contributions* speaking engagements , etc. 



Internationc 



Over 350 people from around the country 
converged on the Lexington Federal Cor¬ 
rectional Institution last March 8th — 
International Women's Day — to demand 
that the High Security Unit be SHUT DOWN. 

The protesters marched four miles to the 
prison gates while huge kites bearing 
portraits of Susan Rosenberg* Alejandrina 
Torres and Silvia Baraldini flew overhead. 
Dora Garcia-Lopez of the National Commit¬ 
tee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War 
spoke and highlighted the role of Puerto 
Rican women freedom fighters in their 
nation's struggle for independence. Mes¬ 
sages were read from Puerto Rican POWs 
Lucy and Alicia Rodriguez and Alejandrina 
Torres? from nine Northamerlean anti¬ 
imperialist women political prisoners? 
and from recently released grand jury 
resister Shelley Miller. Reverend Ben 
Chavis, formerly of the Wilmington 10 and 
now Director of the Commission on Racial 
Equality of the United Church of Christ* 
also shared his support. He said: 

"I speak for millions of members of 
the United Church of Christ when I 
say wo will not rest until this unit 
is closed down. The real criminals 
are in the White House, the real 
criminals are in the Pentagon and 
Wall Street. We're here to tell our 
sisters Alejandrina* Susan and Silvia 
that we love them. And we're here to 
tell the Lexington administration that 
we don't just want them to repaint the 
wails — we want them to shut down the 
control unit! We want our sisters here 
with usJ" 
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Women's Day at Lexington 
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International Women's Day Statements from 
POWs Lucy Rodriguez and Alicia Rodriguez 


Tension inevitably has been progressively 
mounting. Progressive yes, because it is 
precisely this combative and revolution¬ 
ary emotion that today is seeking its 
outlet of release. 

The purpose of your presence here today 
guarantees one of many effective 
mechanisms to avoid an unconscionable 
backfiring. Demonstrations of this 
magnitude away from familiar geographic 
locales is in itself a joyful success. 

We who cannot be present because of 
various revolutionary obligations and 
commitments or because we find ourselves 
behind caged bars promise to uphold the 
pledge of furthering the release of col¬ 
lective tension. In summation to release 
tension means to heighten the level of 
enthusiasm for popular revolution. 

It is unquestionable that our comrades in- 
side-Alejandrina Torres, Susan Rosenberg 
and Silvia Baradini-are saluting with 
unflinching and emboldening smiles. 

Given the efforts and sacrifices that 
they have been forced to make inside that 
monstrous control unit only heightens our 
admiration for the revolutionary women 
that they so valiantly symbolise. 

In all areas of life the traditional role 
of a women has been to wait upon the 
initiative of another to monitor both 
behavior and response carefully so as not 
to appear too forward or aggressive. 
Nowhere are these lessons more thoroughly 
and distinctively challenged than in the 
roles that revolutionary women inter¬ 
nalise and act upon. 

With each passing moment, hour, day and 
year these revolutionary women, along 
with their fellow comrades, have been and 
continue to embark on a road that clearly 
forces us to re-educate, re-search and 
re-socialize the thought patterns that 
dictate our actions. The unlimited 
repressive violence that they specifi¬ 
cally have beeen shouldering has been 
unbelievable fortitude and tremendous 
tenacity. They have shown repeatedly the 
capacity to understand and the willing¬ 
ness to fight for changes that lift them 
further than their own harsh, immediate 
predicament. 

To lift up our own fist now in a comba¬ 
tive salute to Alejandrina, Susan and 
Silvia would also be representational of 
a well deserved salutation to beloved com¬ 
rades, both inside and outside prisons, 
that have been demonstrating their coura¬ 
geous and indispensable contribution for 
the pursuit of our struggle against 
yanqui imperialism and colonialism. 

Alicia Rodriguez, POW 
Dwight. IL 
March 8 , 1987 


PriendB and comrades: 

This year the celebration of International 
Women's Day appropriately focuses attention 
on political isolation units-particularly, 
the women's isolation unit in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

This prison within a prison was not created 
in a vacuum. Nor was it a product of a 
haphazard decision. Quite the contrary1 It 
was born of a patriarchal class system—a 
social structure which historically has 
treated women as objects, empty shells 
devoid of dignity, intellect and needs. Ob¬ 
jects, whose sole reason to exist is to 
serve private economic interests. 

The isolation unit was bom in answer to a 
threat—a threat posed by women who are 
breaking the barriers of insecurity, devel¬ 
oping self-confidence, as well as a health¬ 
ier, more integral vision of life and the 
future. Women who are learning that they 
are not alone nor insignificant, women who 
have come to understand that tne roots of 
passivity and underdevelopment are buried 
in the isolated and oppressed lives they 
have been forced to live for countless 
centuries. 

Essentially, a war is being fought against 
the legitimate aspirations to be free and 
productive social beings. That is why POWs 
and Political Prisoners exist. In turn, 
prisoners of war and political prisoners 
exist because we are convinced that women's 
true liberation, that humanity as a whole, 
that the security and integrity of life and 
the future are intimately tied to revolu¬ 
tionary struggles for national Independence 
and socialism. 

The oppressors, murderers and thieves must 
be stopped. We—women and men—must win ou: 
struggle for life and for the future. Of 
that let no one doubt! 

Our salute to comrades Alejandrina, Susan 
and Silvia! A warm embrace to all the POWs 
and Political Prisoners, and to all our 
friends and comrades! 


Ida Lu 2 Rodriguez, POW 
Pleasanton, CA 
March 8, 1987 
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The Cost of Philadelphia Freedom: 
Renounce Your Religion 

by MumkD Abu Jamal 
Political Prisoner 
Huntingtoa Pennsylvania 


The sordid saga of the mistreatment of 
Natural Revolutionary Ramona Africa con- 
tinuebi thanks to the unconstitutional 
efforts of the governments of Philadelphia 
and Pennsylvania. That mistreatment is 
marked by callousness and coldness. 

The massacre of May 13th, committed by this 
system's armed death squads staffed by city 
cops, aided and abetted by the state and 
federal governments, left a trail ot de¬ 
struction throughout Southwest Philadelphia 
streets. Police, armed with military high 
explosives supplied by the FBI and .50 
calibre machine guns supplied by the U.S. 
Treasury Department's Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, laid seige to the 
Move Organization's home, headquarters and 
sanctuary, part and parcel of a well-planned 
and long-laid government plot to eliminate 
Move from the face of Mother Earth. Fall¬ 
ing frontal and flank attacks, city police 
were given use of a State Police helicopter 
to bomb 6221 Osage Avenue into oblivion 
and when choking smoke, searing heat and 
fierce tlames forceu thfe unarmed occupants 
tc flee, they were met with a withering 
wave of police machine gun fire, driving 
the wounded men, women and children back 
into a blazing building, forcing them into 
a destiny of certain death by gunfire or 
incineration. 

Ramona's unforgivable crime? Survival. 

In an act of official hypocrisy, city 
government attorneys filed a mountain of 
charges against this revolutionary woman. 
Ramona, representing herself at trial and 
against staggering odds, won impressive 
gains? and despite her brilliantly pre¬ 
sented defense, the jury returned what it 
termed a "compromise verdict" by acquitting 
her of most charges and convicting her of 
riot and conspiracy. Despite public pro¬ 
tests, Ramona was sentenced to 16 months to 
7 years max. 

Months afterwards, once her minimum was 
reached, state parole officials presented 
several stipulations for her release: 

1. Ramona must agree to stay away from 
her brothers and sisters of Move? 2. Ramona 
must not go to any court cases involving 
Move folks; and 3. Ramona must agree to 
refrain from giving any statement or inter¬ 
views to any member of the news medial 


Philadelphia, often called the "Cradle of 
Liberty" and Pennsylvania, the land to 
which the "founding" Quakers fled for 
religious freedom, have created conditions 
for "freedom" for Ramona that evoke echoes 
of apartheid. In an effort of oppression 
that invokes images of Winnie Mandela, the 
state has issued a "ban" from associating 
with, living with, loving, caring for one‘s 
own family. The system that beasts to the 
world of its Bill of Rights asks for a 
condition of prior restraint, denying 
Mona the right of freedom of speech. Each 
hypocritical figure that raised his right 
hand to swear adherence to the federal and 



Ramona Africa 
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Death Penalty Upheld: 

Supreme Court O.K.'s Legal Lynching 


There are 1,874 peoplein U.S. prisons 
awaiting execution* 40% of those people 
are Black. 75% of those people are in 
jail for killing white people. In at least 
one state, people charged with killing 
white people are four times as likely to 
receive a death sentence as those charged 
with killing a Black person. 

The U.S. Supreme Court admits that these 
figures M indicate a discrepancy that 
appears to correlate with race, but this 
discrepancy does not constitute a major 
systemic defect." In other words, yes, 
the courts do place more value on 
white lives than on Black lives — but 
it's not a big problem. And with that, 
the Court on April 22 upheld the death 
penalty against evidence that it is 
applied in a consistently racist manner. 

Two months earlier, the international 
human rights organization Amnesty Inter¬ 


Prisoners Win Suit at 

The Southern Ohio Correctional Facility (SOCF) 
at Lucasville has^continued its harassment of 
prisoners but has experienced two major set¬ 
backs. Jailhouse lawyer John Perotti won a 
$2,000 award in February in U.S. District 
Court in Cincinnati in his brutality suit 
against guards who beat him while he was 
handcuffed and in leg irons in 1983. Both 
sides are appealing. 

The other major development is that over 300 
prisoners have signed a union organizing 
petition to have the Industrial Workers of 
the World (I.W.W.) represent them. The 
petition asserts that prisoners are public 
employees of the state and therefore have 
the right to unionize. The petition will be 
sent to the State Employee Relations Board 
of Ohio, which is the public sector equiva¬ 
lent of the National Labor Relations Board. 

Prisons are becoming more and more like 
slave labor camps. The state of Ohio 
employs 3,000 prisoners in 31 businesses 
and earned a 4 - 7% profit on $23 million 
in sales in fiscal year 1986. At pay rates 
of a maximum of only 31$ an hour, the rap¬ 
idly-expanding prison population is becom¬ 
ing a lucrative labor pool for both the 
state and for the increasing number of 
private corporations taking over prisons. 

"It is like running any business,” said 
Michael Lucas, a civilian employee for Ohio 
Penal Industries, in an interview with the 


national issued a lengthy report condemn¬ 
ing the use of the death penalty in the 
U.S. -- the first time Amnesty has taken 
an official position against a repressive 
policy of the U.S. government. They 
pointed out that death sentences have 
even been imposed -- and carried out — 
against juveniles, which is outlawed by 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the American Con¬ 
vention on Human rights, both signed by 
the U.S. They also found that since 
1977, 90% of all people executed have 
been killed for killing white people — 
a completely disproportionate figure. 

For more information, and a copy of 
Amnesty's comprehensive report {which 
was submitted to the Supreme Court before 
they made their ruling), write to 
Amnesty International USA, Publications 
Dept., 322 Eighth Avenue, New York, 

NY 10001. 


Lucasville 

Cleveland Plain Dealer. "It may be in a 
different location, but our labor force is 
really not that much different from the work¬ 
ers on the outside." 

The trend within the U.S. today is that it if 
even cheaper to exploit the largely-Third 
World population in U.S. prisons than to go 
to Third World countries and exploit their 
people in their native lands. 

The prison at Lucasville is also representa¬ 
tive of most prisons around the country in 
that it holds 2,374 prisoners but has a 
capacity of only 1,645. Overcrowding around 
the country is so bad that even the estab¬ 
lishment press has done extensive articles 
on it. In New York City, ferry boats may be 
renovated to house prisoners. 

In other developments at Lucasville, pris¬ 
oners John Perotti and Paul Brumfield are 
plaintiffs in a suit agianst SOCF for confis¬ 
cating union publications, membership cards 
and dues stamps. One other pending lawsuit 
charges the prison with denying I.W.W. mem¬ 
bers their rights for refusing to let out¬ 
side members in to visit prisoners. 

For more information on Lucasville or prison! 
in general, please contact John Perotti, 
•167-712, S.O.C.F., P.O. Box 45699, 
Lucasville, OH 45699-0001. 

Prisoners of the World, Unite1 
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Puerto Rican Independence 16 Update 


Pre-trial hearings in the conspiracy trial 
of the Puerto Rican Independence 16 have 
entered the 17th week, in Hartford federal 
court. The hearings, which began on Janu¬ 
ary 13, 1987, are challenging FBI electronic 
surveillance and the volumes of documents 
and possessions seized by the FBI during a 
massive raid and arrest of the Puerto Rican 
independent!sta s and one Northamerican 
lawyer on August 30, 1985. The majority of 
the arrests were made in Puerto Rico, where 
over 75 homes, offices, printing shops, and 
the offices of Fensamiento Critico , a noted 
independence journal, were raided. The 
Independence Movement and its supporters 
worldwide now call this massive FBI and 
police action the "Socond Invasion of Puerto 
Rico" (See Insurgent , Summer, 1986). The 
16 were charged with being part of a con¬ 
spiracy to expropriate a Wells Fargo 
armored truck in Hartford, CT in 1983. The 
expropriation was claimed by the Macheteros, 
a revolutionary clandestine organization 
fighting for the independence of Puerto Rico 
from U.S. colonial domination. 

When the pro-trial hearings began in Janu¬ 
ary, it was expected that the trial would 
begin March 3, 1987. Now, because of the 
volume of the "evidence" involved, and the 
unfolding of illegal FBI conduct before, 
during and after the arrests, the trial is 
not expected to begin until September 1987 
at the earliest. 

The FBI agents who coordinated the August 
30th raids have been cross-examined by the 
defense in the early stages of the hear¬ 
ings. These agents include Richard Held, 
who was the Puerto Rico FBI chief from 
November 1982 to September 1985, and who 
is now head of the San Francisco FBI office. 
Held was promoted immediately after the 
August 30 raid. Also on the stand were SA 
Dwight Dennett, who in 1980 was involved in 
the arrests of 11 Puerto Rican patriots in 
Evanston, Illinois, and Assistant Special 
Agent James Esposito, who was in charge of 
the whole August 30th operation. He is now 
the FBI chief in Puerto Rico. Many of the 
over 100 FBI agents involved in the raids 
were of Mexican-American origin, to utilize 
their knowledge of Spanish during the pre¬ 
raid surveillance and the post-arrest 
harrassment and attempted interrogations. 
These agents included SA Jose Rodriquez, 
who was also involved in the arrests of the 
11 Puerto Rican PGW's and the case of the 4 
Puerto Rican independent!stas arrested in 
Chicago In 1983. 

Over 5,000 documents m total were seized 
during the raids, including extensive 


personal documents, birth certificates, 
childrens' vaccination records, union 
membership lists, literary articles and 
poems, classic Marxist works, divorce and 
marriage documents, and video tapes of "We 
Are The World" and Donald Duck. 

So far the judge has ruled the seized mater¬ 
ials admissable as evidence. The defense 
suppression arguments had focused on the 
lack of good faith shown by the inaccuracies 
of the FBI agents' sworn testimony used to 
obtain the search warrants. In a 31-page 
ruling handed down on April 13, Judge Emmet 
Clarie put another nail in the coffin of 
the Fourth Amendment, and further sanctioned 
the FBI to carry out political raids, with 
or without legal warrants. In the ruling, 
Clarie accepted that the FBI agents had 
"mistakenly misrepresented" some facts 
during the sworn statements used to obtain 
the search warrants But, the judge ruled 
that the FBI had not acted in "bad faith." 

He said that because the defendants are 
•terrorists", this essentially justified the 
FBI seizing anything and everything. 

After the suppression hearings on the raids 
are concluded, the defense plans to chal¬ 
lenge all the electronic surveillance 
gathered by the FBI. Over 1100 90-minute 
audio tapes, the great majority in Spanish, 
had been taken by the FBI. Of these only 
167 tapes have been labelled as relevant 
by the prosecution. 5300 surveillance 
photos have been introduced, 800 hours of 
video surveillance, and 32 hours of aerial 
video surveillance. According to Rafael 
Anglada-Lopez, one of the two Puerto Rican 
attorneys on the defense team, and himself 
a long-time independentista and interna¬ 
tional reporter on the struggle, "this use 
of aerial surveillance by the FBI is 
unprecedented in any anti-colonial struggle 
to date. And, none of the audio, video, or 
aerial tapes show any evidence of 'criminal 
activity* at all." 

The FBI has revealed that it prepared 
"psychological profiles" on the 16 by study¬ 
ing the surveillance tapes and videos. 
Psychological experts from the FBI training 
center at Quantico, Virginia were brought 
to Puerto Rico just before the arrests to 
use these profiles to "promote" confessions 
from the companeros . • 

After 20 months, two of the 16 still remain 
in pre-trial detention under the 1984 "Bail 
Reform Act." This is the longest time in 
the history of the U.S. legal system that 
defendants have been denied bail before 
trial, based on this law. They are Filiber- 
to Ojeda-Rios, who says he lias been in 
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clandestinity as an independent!sta for 
over 15 years, and Juan Enrique Segarra- 
Palmer. Their demands for bail and speedy 
trial have been repeatedly denied by trial 
judge T. Emmet Clarie. On April 14# the 
defense team of William Kunstler, Michael 
Deutsch, Leonard Weingiass, Linda Backiel, 
and Noel Colon-Martinez argued against the 
preventive detention of Segarra-Palroer and 
Ojeda-Rios in the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New York City. A ruling on this 
important issue is expected in late May or 
early June. The participation of Noel 
Colon-MartInez, from Puerto Rico, reflects 
the broad and significant support among 
the Puerto Rican people and numerous 
sectors for the 16. He is a former presi¬ 
dent of the Puerto Rican 9ar Association 
and was the Puerto Rican Independence 
Party (PIP) candidate for governor in 1972. 

Filiberto Ojeda-Rios* appeal for the right 
to bail was based on international law and 
the Puerto Rican peopled inalienable right 
to struggle for their self-determination 
and independence. Segarra-Palmer 1 s appeal 
focused on the right of nations to their 
independence and on the U.S. government's 
violations of the human rights of the 
Puerto Rican activists. The primary 
judicial issue centered on whether the U.S. 
government has the right to imprison some¬ 
one for 20 months without the right to bail 
or a set trial date. Over one hundred 
independence activists and their supporters 
filled the Second Circuit Court of Appeals 
during the hearing; Included among them 
were leaders of the Independence Movement. 

This was the fourth appeal on the bail issue 
in the case. In December 1986# seven of the 
16 were released on bail (seven others had 
been released earlier). They had been held 
in preventive detention for over 16 months. 
Severe bail conditions# including a 9 p.m. 
curfew, are being challenged by their 
attorneys. 

The defense has also consistently argued that 
because the case involves 15 Puerto Rican 
nationals, the trial should be transferred 
from Hartford to Puerto Rico. The requests 
for this "change of venue** to Puerto Rico 
have been repeatedly denied by Judge Clarie. 
According to the defense, this is a bottom- 
line issue in this historic case. Each time 
the defense team argues for a change of 
venue, it also challenges the presence of 
the U.S. courts in Puerto Rico as a military 
and territorial court. But, if they are 
going to be tried, they have to be tried 
before a Puerto Rican jury, asserts the 
defense. According to Rafael Anglada, 

**In not one case in Puerto Rico in the 
last 15-20 years, since the beginning 
of the war in Viet Ham, has a Puerto 
Rican jury convicted a Puerto Rican 
patriot. In Puerto Rico, patriots are 
fully respected and are considered the 
most moral people. This case was 
brought to Hartford as a political 
ploy, a colonialist ploy, and an old 


ploy. When patriots fought at Lares 
in 1868 for independence from Spain, 
they were sent to Spain to be convic¬ 
ted. We see the same thing here, in 
what we consider to be the most impor¬ 
tant political case in the history of 
Puerto Rica, and today the most unitary 
issue among Puerto Rican people. We 
are going to re-argue this issue right 
to the last minute of the trial. We 
will never Legitimize the authority of 
a foreign court, and historically 
speaking# with a foreign language m 
a foreign land.** 

Only a few of the defendants have ever been 
in the United States before, even for a 
summer vacation. Most of them learned to 
speak English in prison after their arrests. 
They have faced hardships and disruptions 
in their lives, Loss of jobs, and separation 
from their families. Among the 16 defen¬ 
dants, there are over 40 children, who have 
experienced separation from their parents. 

Since their December 1986 release from pre¬ 
ventive detention, the two women defendants 
among the 16, Ivonnc Melendez-Carrion and 
Lucy Berrios-Berrios, have had to move to 
Hartford with their small children, in order 
to be available at the pre-trial hearings. 

Preparations are already underway for the 
second commemoration of the August 30, 1985 
arrests, for Puerto Rico, Hartford and 
other cities Ln the U.S. Last year's 
commemorations in support of the Puerto 
Rican Independence 16 brought out thousands 
and thousands of people both on the island 
and in the U.S. 

Supporters are encouraged to attend the 
Hartford hearings at Federal Court, from 
Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Letters of support to Filiberto Ojeda-Rios 
and Juan Enrique Segarra-Palmer can be 
sent to them at the Hartford Federal Deten¬ 
tion Center, P.0. Box 178, Hartford, CT 
06120. Letters of support to those out on 
bail can be sent to them c/o Juan Acevedo, 
Esq., 107 Franklin Aveneue, Hartford, CT 
06114. For further information on the 
case, the hearings, and the upcoming 
activities for August 30th, contact the 
Committee Against Repression, P.O. Box A840, 
New York, NY 10163, or call (212) 286-0924. 


AVAILABLE FROM CFR: Full text of 
the Communique from the PRTP/ 
Macheteros issued after the fire 
at the DuPont Plaza Hotel in Puerto 
Rico. Includes analysis of the 
U.S. government's exploitation of 
this tragedy; the state of the work¬ 
er's movement; and the colonial sit 
uation of Puerto Rico. 

$.75; discounts in bulk. 

















THE INSURGENT 17 


Trial of Independentistas Postponed: 
Government Destroys Evidence 


The trial date in the Chicago "conspiracy 
to escape" trial has been postponed until 
September 9, 1987 after the government was 
forced to reveal that Borne crucial evidence 
in their case was ’’missing" and still other 
evidence had been destroyed. At pre-trial 
hearings in late March, federal Judge Hart 
ordered the government to produce "missing" 
logs of wiretapped conversations between 
Puerto Rican Prisoner of War Oscar 
Lopez-Rivera and his sister-in-law, Dora 
Garc ia-Lopez. A month later, the gov¬ 
ernment admitted that these logs were 
"missing," and that they had destroyed 
the tapes of 30 additional conversations• 
The judge again ordered the government to 
find the tapes, as well as tapes of 
phone conversations between FBI informant 
George Lebosky and his FBI "handler." 

Our readers will recall that the FBI held 
a July 4th press conference in Chicago at 
which it announced that it had "cracked" 
a conspiracy by the Fuerzas Armadas de 
Liberacion Nacional (FALN, a Puerto Rican 
armed clandestine organization in the U.S.) 
to free Oscar Lopez, New Afrikan Prisoner 
of War Rojo Bomani Sababu and others from 
Leavenworth Penitentiary. They, along with 
National Coordinator of the National Comm¬ 
ittee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of 
War Jaime Delgado, NCFPRPOWs member Dora 
Garcia-Lopez, independentsta and paralegal 
at Chicago's West TdWn Law Office Viola 
Salgado and two Northamericans who remain 
free, Claude Marks and Donna Wilmot, are 
charged in the frame-up conspiracy. Tim 
Blunk, Northamencan anti-imperialist pol¬ 
itical prisoner, was convicted at Leaven¬ 
worth of disciplinary charges relating to 
"conspiring to escape," and was transferred 
to the locked-down Marion Penitentiary. 

The indictment represents a new level of 
the "denial system," the government strat¬ 
egy to isolate revolutionaries from the 
people, extended through the prison walls. 
By projecting a "terrorist conspiracy" in¬ 
volving political prisoners and supporters 
in the community, the government hopes to 
strengthen its campaign to isolate people 
in control units like those at Marion and 
at Lexington FCI. The government spent 
years recording conversations between tne 
prisoners and their visitors — including 
their attorneys, as well as tapping prison 
telephones. 

In a move to regain the offensive after its 
illegal destruction of evidence was ex* 
posed, the government has introduced evi¬ 
dence of another "conspiracy to escape," 
this one in 1983, against POWs Alejandrina 
Torres, Alberto Rodriguez, Edwin Cortes and 
independence activist Jose Luis Rodriguez. 
This new "evidence" allows the government 
to combine two cases into one, and without 


formally charging the current defendants, 
implicates them, while further criminali¬ 
zing them, as well as some of their 
attorneys. Having no hard evidence against 
any of the defendants in the current case, 
the prosecution has now decided to rely on 
evidence that dates back to 1983. The 
prosecution had also submitted documents in 
camera (to be looked at privately in the 
judge's chambers) and ££ parte (the defense 
doesn't get to see them), asking the judge 
to reconsider his order that they reveal if 
there are more informants in this case. 

This unusual move is designed to alarm the 
judge about the "danger" supposedly facing 
the informants if the list is revealed. 

Latest developments : At the most recent 
status hearing on May 14, 1987, Judge Hart 
again ruled in favor of all the prosecu¬ 
tion's motions. Although he had previously 
ordered the government to produce the 
evidence requested by the defense, the 
protestations of the government prosecutors 
made him change his mind. The state only 
had to say that the majority of the 
electronic tape recordings between Dora 
Garcia-Lopez and Oscar Lopez-Rivera did not 
exist. Yet, he allowed the prosecution to 
enter the majority of the irrelevant 
material used in the 1983 case. At the 
same time, according to Libertad , "Judge 
Hart has denied the defense access to the 
majority of the government's evidence that 
would corroborate that the alleged conspir¬ 
acy is nothing but a plot orquestrated by 
the fbi, the US department of justice and 
the federal bureau of prisons." The judge 
also backed down on his previous order 
that the prosecution reveal its list of 
informants. 

Meanwhile, Kojo Bomani-Sababu and Oscar 
Lopez-Rivera are being held at the MCC in 
Chicago under extremely restrictive and 
inhumane conditions. In the April hearing, 
Kojo argued to Judge Hart "I don't care if 
you charge me with contempt or not, the MCC 
is akin to a concentration camp in Nazi 
Germany." 



I will pe Miuiows 
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Government Tries to Deport Palestinian 
Activists 



Los Angeles Deportation Defendants: (top left) Khader H&mide, Michel 

Shihadeh, Amjad Obeid. (bottom, left) Ayman Obeid, Aiad Barakat. Nairr Sharif. 

Julie Mongai. Not in picture, Bashar Amer. (credit: Palest ine Focus) 


The Reagan administration a year ago es¬ 
calated its war against the progressive 
Arab world with- the bombing of Libya and 
the hysterical anti-Arab, anti-"terrorist" 
propaganda campaign that accompanied it. 
Since then, the Iran/contragate revela¬ 
tions have caught the government in a 
web of lies — in the pursuit of profit 
and counterrevolution, the tl.S. will 
flout international and domestic law. 

The U.S. has sought means to bolster its 
credibility and fabricate ways to con¬ 
tinue its ’•mission**. Pursuing these 
goals, on January 26, 1907 the INS tar¬ 
geted the progressive Palestinian com¬ 
munity in the U.S. Seven Palestinians 
and one Kenyan (married to one of the 
Palestinians) were arrested and held in 
preventive detention in Los Angeles, ihe 
warrant charged them with distributing 
Democratic Palestine, Palestine Focus 
and Al Hadaf — publications that are 
major sources of information about the 
Palestinian revolution and the worldwide 
struggle against Zionism and “Israeli” 


aggression. They ail face deportation 
under the McCarran-Walters Act based on 
the charge that they are affiliated with 
an organization that propagandizes for 
and advocates •’world communism,** the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). The U.S. government 
didn’t even try to cover this blatant 
violation of their constitutional 
rights by alleging any suspicion or 
evidence of illegal activities as a 
basis for the deportations. 

On February 17, the defense won a legal 
victory, when the eight were ail released 
on low bail or on their own recognizance. 
During the bail hearing, the government 
revealed its strategy; wnile orchestrat¬ 
ing j press conference labelling the 
eight as * canoeists'* the government 
Attorney, Melanie FitzsImmons, argued for 
them to be held without bail because they 
are national security risks.’* She fur¬ 
ther argued that she had direct instruc¬ 
tions from the Attorney General, Edwin 










Meese, that the evidence supporting 
this claim could only be released in 
secret to the judge (called in camera.) 

The evidence, Fitzsimmons said, came from 
an /BI informant and a government witness. 
Immigration Judge Daniels refused to proceed 
in that manner. The government also 
attempted to enter into evidence an F9I 
report about PFLP activities. The judge 
asked if the report contained any evidence 
against the defendants, or about PFLP 
activities in the U.S. When the govern¬ 
ment admitted that it did not, the judge 
released the eight. Promptly, the 
INS attorneys appealed to the Board of 
Immigration Appeal^ (BIA) to reverse the 
bond decision and hear the "secret 
evidence." 

There was broadly-based outrage at the 
INS for this move; even the bourgeois 
press editorialized about their con¬ 
cern for First Amendment rights. In 
response, the government has continued 
a campaign of selected press leaks, par¬ 
ticularly through the Los Angeles Times . 

They reported that the FBI document that 
Judge Daniels refused to admit describes 
the PFLP as "one of the most ruthless 
terrorist groups of modern times." They 
also reported on FBI documents that re¬ 
veal FBI covert surveillance against the 
Palestinian community. The leaks, however, 
may backfire and cause as much opposi¬ 
tion as the arrests themselves. The FBI 
apparently used arabic-speaking informants 
to Infiltrate and surveil the Arab commun¬ 
ities in at least 13 U.S. cities: these 
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informants reported extensively on cultur¬ 
al and political activities that draw at¬ 
tention to the human rights violations 
against Palestinians in the Kiddie East. 

The American Civil Liberties Union has 
filed a law suit charging the government 
with harassment of the Arab-American com¬ 
munity. 

The campaign has mounted a strong resist¬ 
ance. At an April 28 deportation hearing, 
the most political charges were dropped 
but a number of technical visa violations 
remained. In early May, a temporary gain 
was made when the government failed to 
appear at a hearing, and all charges were 
dropped. However, since then the INS has 
revised the technical violations, and a 
new hearing is to be scheduled. 

The campaign to protest this attack has 
to be vigorously continued. 

— Send telegrams to the INS demanding 
that the charges be dropped by calling 
1-800-325-6000 and asking for Operator 
9077. 

— Send letters of support for the eight 
to Congressmen Conyers and Edwards, 
urging them to convene a congressional 
inquiry into the arrests and into the 
INS contingency plan. Write to them at 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 

Rayburn Building, Washington, D.C. 

20515. 

— Send contributions for legal expenses 
to the Committee for Justice, P.O. Box 
4631, Los Angeles, California 90051. For 
more information, call (213) 413-2935 or 
(213) 413-3209. 


In Memoriam: Kuwasi Balagoon 


Throughout his life, Kuwasi Balagoon put 
himself at the forefront of his people*s 
struggles. In the community, he agitated 
and organized for basic human rights, 
through the housing movement and then 
through the Black Panther Party. In the 
whirlwind of clandestinity, he fought 
with the Black Liberation Army. More than 
once, he escaped from behind the prison 
walls to continue the struggle. Finally, 
in the dungeons of amenka, Kuwasi was 
killed by AIDS. His death portended the 
newest front in the people's struggle 
against genocide: statistics show that 
the highest rates of new cases of AIDS 
are in the Black and other oppressed 
Third World communities, communities 
which the public health agencies ignore. 
The AIDS epidemic threatens t- rampage 
through thi9 generation as it is ram¬ 
paging through Africa. In memory of 
Kuwasi, we renew our commitment to fight 
genocide in all its forms in solidarity 
with the Black/New Afrikan nation. 
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Libyan International Peace Conference 
on 1st Anniversary of U.S. Attack 



March 12, 1987 marked the first anniversary 
of the U.S. Bombing of Libya. To commemor¬ 
ate this tragic event the Libyan government 
sponsored a week-long international peace 
conference. Over 600 delegates from the 
United States, Canada and Great Britain 
traveled to Libya in an act of internation¬ 
al solidarity with the Libyan people and to 
protest the illegal actions of the U.S. 
government. A member of the Committee to 
Fight Repression was privileged to be part 
of the U.S. delegation. 


The most inspiring activity was a cultural 
presentation and parade by the schoolchild 
ren from the area surrounding Tripoli. The 
first part was a parade of children, sig¬ 
nifying all the aspects of Libyan culture 
from the traditional to the modern. The 
second part was a synchronized dance per¬ 
formance by 4,000 girls and boys up to 
the 8th grade. The young women ended 
their presentation by singing M we are pre¬ 
pared to defend our country with whatever 
it takes." 


The delegates toured the country during 
their week-long stay, from downtown Tripoli 
to a Bedouin community in the desert. What 
we saw was a country and culture in transi¬ 
tion. The graciousness of the people and 
the government stood in stark contrast with 
the actions of the American government. On 
the streets of Tripoli and at public events, 
people were always willing to stop and talk; 
strangers welcomed us into their small shops 
and courtyrards with the pride of a people 
that is participating in the changes their 
country is makino. 


The beauty of the presentation contrasted 
with the destruction of Moammar el-Qaddafi's 
home. On the night marking the anniversary 
of the bombing, the delegates gathered at 
the ruins of the home. A3 we viewed the 
rubble that has been left as a reminder of 
the U.S. attack, we mourned the loss of 
Oaddafi*s two year old daughter and of 
the other Libyan people who died from 
American bombs. Outside the courtyard of 
the home lie remnants of U.S. planes that 
carried out the attack. 
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Central America Solidarity Movement 
Fights Counterinsurgency 



Oliver North and NSC 
Directed Campaign 

In Late February, the House Judiciary Sub¬ 
committee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights held hearings on FBI break-ins and 
harassment against organisations, individ¬ 
uals and churches Involved in the move¬ 
ment in solidarity with the people of 
Central America, and against Central Amer¬ 
ican refugees. According to the Center 
for Constitutional Rights in New York 
City, some SB break-ins at the homes and 
offices of solidarity organizations and 
activists have taken place since 1982. 

The break-ins (like the FBI COINTELPRQ 
"black bag jobs" of the 60s and 70s) 
were characterized by the theft of files, 
membership lists and other documents, while 
itemB of material value were left untouched. 

The break-ins are only one part of a 
broader repressive campaign which has in¬ 
cluded the infiltration of organizations, 
tax audits by the Internal Revenue Service, 
harassment at Customs, mail.tampering and 
the supplying of information about Central 
American refugees to the Salvadoran Nation¬ 
al Guard by U.S. intelligence agencies. 

The whole operation has been directed by 
the National Security Council, under the 
direction of Col. Oliver North) 

Information compiled by the CCR shows that 
the FBI is keeping files on more than 1,000 
groups and individuals who oppose U.S. 
aggression in Central America. The 
Congressional hearings uncovered the fact 
that in 1986 alone the FBI conducted 96 in¬ 
vestigations "related to Central America. 
The targets ranged from peace, solidarity 
and Sanctuary groups to U.S. government 
officials to two Catholic bishops — 

Detroit Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
and Seattle Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen. 

Frank Varelli, a Salvadoran who is now a 
naturalized U.S. citizen, testified be¬ 
fore the Congressional committee that he 
was paid by the FBI to infiltrate C1SP£S 
(the Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador) in Dallas, Texas 
over a period of three years. During 
that time, Varelli reported on CISPES 
activities, and participated in an FBI 
break-in into CISPES* Dallas offices. 

All told, Varelli gave 3,500 pages of 


information on CISPES and other Dallas 
activists to the FBI) 

The most damning part of Varelli‘s ex¬ 
posure is that he was advised by the FBI 
to open up communications with the Salva¬ 
doran National Guard: by telephone, 
sometimes as often as twice a day, Varelli 
reported to a National Guard colonel the 
names of Salvadoran refugees being deport¬ 
ed by the U.S. back to El Salvador and of 
other opponents of the Salvadoran govern¬ 
ment. This was nothing less than a hit 
list for the notorious Salvadoran right- 
wing death squads who torture and murder 
men, women and children who resist the 
Salvadoran government. Varelli also 
testified that some of his roports to 
the FBI were forwarded to the National 
Security Council. 

In 1981 Executive Order 12333 was signed 
by President Reagan authorizing the FBI to 
"conduct counterintelligence activities ... 
within the United States" aimed at "the de¬ 
tection and countering of international 
terrorist activities and espionage conduct¬ 
ed by foreign powers." The Order also pro¬ 
vides that the* National Security Council 
is to oversee the program: it further gave 
the CIA its first formal authorization to 
"conduct counterintelligence activities 
within the United States in coordination 
with the FBI." This is another illustra¬ 
tion of how the government uses the spectre 
of "terrorism" to justify the centraliza¬ 
tion of intelligence/police agencies and 
the launching of repressive programs against 
all levels of resistance in this country. 

The American Civil Liberties Union has 
recently filed suit against the Western 
Goals Foundation in a further effort to 
uncover the FBI /CIA/NSC/right-wing al¬ 
liance that has been partially exposed 
through Contragate. This Colorado- 
based foundation maintains a computer 
database on some 6,000 organizations and 
individuals opposing U.S. aggression in 
Central America. One of Western Goals* 
principal officers is Carl Russel Channel, 
a major fundraiser for the "contras" whose 
name has figured prominently in the Contra¬ 
gate revelations as a close partner of 
Oliver North. 
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Not surprisingly, the FBI has denied any 
Involvement with illegal activities. Also 
not surprisingly# the Congressional commit¬ 
tee stopped short of identifying specific 
FBI agents as guilty of these widespread 
attacks. It is only because of the cracks 
in the government apparatus opened by 
Contragate that these hearings were even 
held; and those cracks'only opened in the 
first place because of the persistent and 
heroic liberation struggles being waged by 
the people of Central America# and the 
commitment of the solidarity and sanctuary 
movements here in the U.S. The government 
has lost no time in trying to repair the 


damage and misdirect our attention. The 
appointment of William Webster, former 
head of the FBI# to head the CIA is one 
such maneuver. Webster has managed to 
propagate the lie that the ’’new FBI" bears 
no resemblance to the misguided, overzeal- 
ous agency of the J. Edgar Hoover years. 
The Congressional hearings have contrib¬ 
uted to exposing the truth of the matter. 
And they have helped to remind activists 
and all progressive people that the U.S. 
government will use whatever repressive 
measures it can to squelch resistance, 
and that our only defense is to know that# 
expose it and fight it. 


New Immigration Law: All Control, No Reform 


The Simpson-Rodino immigration bill— now 
called the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act# will have a grave effect on millions 
of Central American refugees seeking 
sanctuary from political persecution. The 
new law was passed by the U.S. Congress on 
October 17, 1986# and Reagan 9igned it into 
law on November 6. The new law became 
effective on May 5# signalling an even more 
repressive phase in U.S. immigration con¬ 
trol policy. The two key components of 
the law are 1) amnesty for those who 
entered the U.S. prior to 1982# have con¬ 
tinuously resided here since then# and 
can fully document thi9; and 2) employer 
sanctions# under which U.S. employers must 
now verify the legal status of an employee 
or face stiff fines and imprisonment. In 
addition# under the new law, the sire of 
the Border Patrols will double with 
increased funding for the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS)# an arm of 
the U.S. Justice Department. 

While the amnesty provisions might provide 
some benefits to migrant workers who have 
been in the U.S. for the last 5 years or 
more# and certainly to many white immi¬ 
grants from Eastern Europe# it is expected 
to drastically increase the distress and 
hardships now experienced by Salvadorans 
and Guatemalans. Of the 3/4 million 
Salvadorans now living in the U.S.# only 
about 151 will benefit from the law's 
amnesty — essentially granting of U.S. 
citizenship. The great majority of 
Salvadoran refugees began to come to the 
U.S. with the beginning of the war there 
in 1980# at which point the Salvadoran 
death squad activity increased. The flow 
of Guatemalans into the U.S. did not begin 
until 1982# putting most outside of the 
5-year deadline. 


Already, the crunch is being felt. Months 
ago employers in the U.S. began firing 
workers they believed to be here illegally. 
The bulk of these firings has fallen on 
Hispanic people, fueled by racial bigotry 
and xenophobia (contempt of foreigners). 
This has sent shock waves of panic and 


anger throughout Hispanic communities m 
the U.S. Undocumented workers will con¬ 
tinue to be hired because employers need 
them, as exploited workers# but they will 
now be subject to even greater intimida¬ 
tion# coercion and exploitation. The 
situation has opened the door to heighten¬ 
ed racism against all Third World people 
who could be foreign-born. INS scrutiny 
of workplaces and harrassment of workers 
will increase. Violence at the Mexican 
border (the entry for Central American 
refugees into the U.S.), and harrassment 
of Latin Americans in the Southwest has 
been steadily increasing. 

With the loss of jobs# the unavailability 
of public benefits# increased probability 
of families being split up under the new 
law# and the mounting fear of deportation 
to their war-torn countries# Central Amer¬ 
ican refugees had begun to look to Canada 
for refuge. For Guatemalans and Salvador¬ 
ans, deportation often means immediate 
political persecution—either imprisonment# 
dislocation into camps# torture or murder 
by the notorious U.S.-backed death squads. 
During the first six weeks of 1987# over 
6#000 asylum seekers crossed the U.S. 
border into Canada. This i9 the same 
number as crossed the U.S.-Canadian border 
during all of 1986. On February 20, most 
likely under direct pressure from the U.S.# 
the Canadian government suddenly changed 
its immigration policy and abruptly closed 
its borders. This has caused a desperate 
situation on the U.S.-Canadian border. 
Refugees who come to the border can no 
longer wait inside Canada while their 
papers are processed; they now are immedi¬ 
ately returned by bus to the U.S., where 
almost certainly they will again be refused 
asylum. 

Figures for 1984 show the stark political 
bias of the U.S. Justice Departmont/INS. 
Only 21 of the refugees from El Salvador 
who requested asylum here were granted it. 
Compare this to a figure of 49% for refu¬ 
gees from Poland. The approval rate for 
Guatemala was even lower at 0.5%. A com- 
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ponent of the U.S. war machine's policy is 
to deny asylum to Central American refugees. 
According to the U.S. government, there is 
no right-wing death squad in El Salvador, 
no political persecution or repression of 


Stacey Merkt: From Prison to House 

An extensive campaign has won a partial 
victory in the case of Sanctuary worker 
Stacey Merkt, who was released from pris¬ 
on in April to complete her sentence un¬ 
der house arrest. She was convicted in 
1985, along with Jack Elder, of conspiring 
to illegally transport and shelter Central 
American refugees. Stacey, who is* four 
months pregnant, was denied a request made 
at her January 29 sentencing to perform 
community service as an alternative to 
prison. Federal Judge Fiiemon Vela in 
addition sentenced her to 179 days, whereas 
a full 180 day sentence would have made 
Stacey eligihle for parole. Vela also 
sentenced her as a "second offender," 
even though her first conviction — which 
was eventually overturned — was under 
appeal at the time. 

Stacey Merkt was adopted as a "prisoner 
of conscience" by Amnesty International 
after a long campaign. (Native American 
POW Leonard Peltier is the only other U.S. 
political prisoner to be granted this 
recognition.) An international campaign 
of letters to Judge Vela demanding that 
Stacey be resentenced as a first offender 
and arguing for her to be freed has gone 
on for several months. In addition, her 
attorneys have kept up constant pressure 
for her release because her conditions in 
prison were endangering her health and 
guaranteeing that her child's health 


any kind (except allegedly from the left 
and the revolutionaries, just as the 
"contras" according to Reagan are "free¬ 
dom-fighters"). Defying all humanitarian 
principle, the U.S. deports only Salva¬ 
dorans of all the people from Iran, Po¬ 
land, Nicaragua or El Salvador who are 
denied asylum. Salvadorans continue to be 
deported at a rate of 400 a month, even 
when they cite torture, certain arrest, 
imprisonment or the threat of death upon 
their return, as support for their asylum 
claims. 

Churches, the Sanctuary movement, and 
Central American solidarity groups are 
organizing to meet this crisis. It is 
expected that with the enactment of the 
Immigration Control and Reform Act—the 
doubling of the Border Patrol, and the 
sharpening of laws against transporting 
refugees—that the Sanctuary movement will 
face heightened political repression as 
well. Church denominations had organized 
support for two adjunct bills designed to 
provide some legislative relief by tempor¬ 
arily halting the deportation of Salvador¬ 
ans already in the U.S. Neither Congress¬ 
man Moakley's or Senator DeConcini's bills 
included relief for Guatemalans, however. 
Religious groups and churches have stressed 
that the INS legislation abandons obliga¬ 
tions under International law to shelter 
those fleeing torture, persecution and war. 


Arrest 

would suffer as well. On April 17 — with 
no comment — Vela ordered Stacey to serve 
the rest of her sentence under house arrest. 

Vela did not address any of the underlying 
legal or human rights issues in the case. 

In addition, the technique of house arrest 
— where the individual is not allowed to 
leave their homes except to go to the 
doctor I — is a new and alarming one be¬ 
cause it allows the government to restrict 
people's freedom without being so vulner¬ 
able to community opposition. Nonetheless, 
political pressure forced Vela to release 
Stacey into a situation that is substan¬ 
tially better for her health and for that 
of her child. 

The struggle, of course continues — Casa 
Romero, the shelter where Stacey Merkt and 
Jack Elder worked — is under constant 
harassment. A neighboring campground 
has filed a law suit against the shelter, 
and a vigilante group "United We Stand" 
has announced that it will build a tower, 
complete with video cameras and infra-red 
"night scanners," to surveil the operations 
of Casa Romero. To support the work of 
the Sanctuary Movement, send contributions 
to Projecto Libertad, 110A Jackson, 
Harlingen, Texas 78551. Contributions to 
the continuing fight in the courts can be 
sent to the Rio Grande Defense Committee, 
P.0. Box 2066, San Benito, Texas 78586. 







*>* 
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Benjamin Linder 
1960-1987 



Benjamin Linder was assassinated by the 
contras on April 28, 1987 while working 
on a hydroelectric plant in San Jose de 
Bocay, Nicaragua. He died, along with 
two Nicaraguan companeros, Sergio Fernan¬ 
dez and Pablo Rosales. Like the 60,000 
Nicaraguans who have died in the U.S. - 
contra war, they sacrificed their lives 
building and defending the Nicaraguan 
revolution. 

Benjamin Linder is remembered by those 
who knew him as a gentle, generous and 
wry scientist. He refused to use his 
engineering skills for the U.S. war 
machine and instead went to Nicaragua in 
1983 to work with TecNica. His joy at 
living in Nicaragua was perhaps best 
captured by how he choBe to share it — 
in his spare time he was a guest artist 
with a Nicaraguan circus, a clown on a 
unicycle, surrounded by children. 

Benjamin Linder is representative of 
the thousands of solidarity brlgadistas 
from the United States who join the Nica¬ 
raguan people to share the joys and dan¬ 
gers of building a new society under the 
guns and economic devastation of the U.S. 
counterrevolutionary war. His death is 
a somber reminder that to stop the war, 
we will have to take risks and make sac¬ 
rifices. At Benjamin*s funeral in Nica¬ 
ragua, President Daniel Ortega said "He 
did not come here with a planeload of 
guns ... he came with a planeload of 
dreams. He showed that the Northamerican 
people are noble • . • that they are 
against the murder of the children, 
women, youths and farmers of Nicaragua. 
The people of Lincoln are the enemies of 
slavery, of terrorism." 

No pasaranl 



BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENT ; Communiques from the 
Morthamerican Armed Clandestine 
Movement, 1982-85 

CFR has published this collection 
to make available the words of the 
organizations which have made a 
critical contribution to the de¬ 
velopment of anti-imperialist re¬ 
sistance. The book includes all 
communiques issues by the United 
Freedom Front, the Revolutionary 
Fighting Group, the Armed Resist¬ 
ance Unit and the Red Guerrilla 
Resistance, with a foreword by 
political prisoner Alan Berkman. 

$2.50; discounts on bulk orders 
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Chilean Armed Resistance 
Targets Pinochet 


The anti-fascist resistance in Chile — 
and the junta’s brutal retaliation — were 
once again brought to the attention of the 
world during the March visit to South America 
of Pope John Paul II. Demonstrations of 
residents of the poblaciones # Santiago’s 
working class slums which are the heart of 
the resistance, demanded economic and social 
justice and an end to the repression. They 
were met with the tear gas and clubs and 
poison-laced water cannons of the Chilean 
Army, the fascists'most staunch power base 
and the main agents of repression in Chile. 

The resistance has been continuous since the 
1973 coup# though it has suffered severe 
losses# and it is in a stronger position in 
this period than it has been in many years. 
Chile continues to exist in economic crisis, 
with unemployment# malnutrition and a com¬ 
plete lack of social services the norm for 
most of the people. The opposition has 
built more unity — and even the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment is wishing for a quick and painless 
abdication by dictator Augusto Pinochet in 
favor of some other figure whose hands are 
not so publicly stained with the people’s 
blood. 

There are two mam groupings within the 
resistance: the Democratic Alliance# which 
hopes to gain power in the promised 1989 
elections; and the Popular Democratic Move¬ 
ment, composed of more revolutionary forces. 
They are working together but have many dif¬ 
ferences — the central one being about the 
legitimacy and effectiveness of armed strug¬ 
gle. 

In 1983, an armed clandestine organization# 
el Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez# began 
a program of armed attacks# particularly on 
the Chilean Army. It was information 
gained from a Chilean Army officer kidnapped 
by the FPMR that revealed that the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment was no longer completely pleased 
with the performance or credibility of 
Pinochet. On September 7# 1986, the FPMR 
launched a dramatic assassination attempt on 
a convoy carrying Pinochet; they failed to 
kill him, though their missiles and grenades 
completely destroyed a car full of his 
security police bodyguards# killing six of 
them. 

What follows are excerpts from a September 
22, 1986 interview with Patricio Manns, 
the FPMR's spokesperson# which appeared in 
a Spanish magazine, Camb 16 : 

"We determined three fundamental objectives 
that are in our organizational rules: first, 
and with absolute priority, the overthrow of 
the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet; next# 


the rapid elimination of the tyrranical 
fascist constitution and the substitution 
of a democratic constitution written with 
the participation of the Chilean people; 
and lastly# the establishment of a provis¬ 
ional government capable of beginning to 
run the country# of advancing towards the 
transition to democracy and the recovery of 
freedom; that secures in the shortest pos¬ 
sible time free elections — secret# direct 
and on a national level — without excluding 
any representative political force in the 
country. . . 

While the regime has turned deaf ears from 
the start to the opposition’s democratic 
proposals, to suggestions from friendly and 
unfriendly governments# the clamor of the 
whole world is pressuring them to open up 
a democratic transition. The FPMR has 
warned the dictatorship (with the attack on 
Pinochet - Ed.) that each time its actions 
are going to hit harder. . . 

Wo are not going to expect the tyrrany to 
live 30 or 40 more years. This is an un¬ 
thinkable thing in today’s Chile, where more 
than 40% of the poblaciones are dying of 
starvation . . .And while these dramatic 
facts occur, a tiny band of uniformed carajoa 
are carrying off the national inheritance 
into secret foreign accounts. Reliable in¬ 
formation indicated that more than $£ bil¬ 
lion are deposited in banks by these delin- 
quents. If Pinochet is going to give way# 
it will be necessary to liquidate him; we 
cannot wish it. . . 


Pinochet believed we were a miniscule# in¬ 
offensive group. Now the tyrant is begin¬ 
ning to tremble." 



Last Popular Unity March, Victor Jara 
at extreme right, September 1973. 
(credit: NACLA) 
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Alan Berkman 

After a six week trial in federal court in 
Philadelphia# Alan Berkman was convicted on 
15 counts of possession of false i.d.# wea¬ 
pons and explosives. On May 29# he was 
sentenced to 10 years ih prison — far short 
of the 48 years the government had wanted. 

The trial began with an FBI dirty-tricks 
maneiver# when a car belonging to Assist¬ 
ant U.S. Attorney Ron Levene# the chief 
prosecutor# was broken into and a stetho¬ 
scope left on the seat. One day before 
jury selection began# another stethoscope 
was left in Levene's driveway. The govern¬ 
ment accused Dr. Berkman and his "associ¬ 
ates’* of trying to terrorize the prosecutor# 
and they used the incidents to request a 
semi-anonymous jury (in which jurors would 
give their names but not their addresses.) 

In each instance# Alan Berkman protested 
the accusations and pointed out that these 
incidents only benefited the government. 

He also pointed to the long history of FBI 
dirty tricks against progressive movements. 
The incidents served to create an atmos¬ 
phere# suiting the government's goals in 
political trials# where revolutionaries 
and supporters are portrayed as dangerous 
and "terroristsic." 

Dr. Berkman successfully countered this 
FBI theatre of the absurd by his stance 
throughout the trial. He functioned as co¬ 
counsel with his attorney# William Mogules- 
cu, delivering his own opening statement 
and cross-examining several FBI witnesses. 
This enabled him to communicate to the jury 
and spectators the seriousness# commitment 
to principle and basic humanity that char¬ 
acterize him as a person and as a revolu¬ 
tionary. 

Alan is appealing his conviction# in part 
on the grounds that Judge Poliak gave a dam¬ 
aging answer to a question posed by the jury 
during its deliberations# when he said that 
Alan could have possessed items even if he 
had no idea where or how they were stored or 
who stored them. Poliak dangerously 
stretched the law# resulting in Alan being 
convicted essentially on the basis of pol¬ 
itical associations with others. 

At sentencing# the government asked for 48 
years# and argued that Alan and others like 
him should be "warehoused" for the rest of 
their lives# because revolutionaries are 
committed to violence# because Alan will 
not abandon his political "notions," and 
becuase he will not cooperate with the on¬ 
going government investigations — in 
other words# the ticket out is to abandon 
your principles and become an informant. 

They compared his commitment to revolu¬ 
tion as a perversion similar to that of 
Nazi doctors. 

Berkman addressed the court to counter the 
attempt to give him a life sentence and es¬ 


tablish "one more step on the road to an 
established practice of ’preventive incar¬ 
ceration’ that parallels that of preventive 
detention." He exposed the disproportion¬ 
ate sentences that have been given to revo¬ 
lutionaries and progressives in contrast to 
those given to right-wingers as one more 
illustration that the U.S. does have polit¬ 
ical prisoners and prisoners sentenced for 
wholly ideological reasons. He countered 
the government’s argument that being a rev¬ 
olutionary means being a violent individual 
who is dangerous to the community. 

In response to bexng compared to a Nazi# 

Alan said "I believe I was part of a move¬ 
ment among white people in the 1960s which# 
for a brief moment, broke through the ide¬ 
ological blinders that have allowed so 
many of us to be blind to moral atrocity# 
just as the German people were. By never 
taking responsibility for the real history 
of this country, we could accept fighting"a 
war against fascism with a segregated army 
and a segregated society. We could mouth 
platitudes about decolonization and contin¬ 
ue to hold Puerto Rico and send our troops 
into Indochina. 

But the courage and dignity and righteous¬ 
ness of the Black struggle let us see the 
Bull Connors and the Wallaces and ultimate¬ 
ly our own responsibility — not guilt# 
responsibility. And the Vietnamese deter¬ 
mination to be free let us see the body 
counts and the napalm and the Agent Orange# 
and finally the My Lai's# for what they 
were." 

Judge Poliak# a constitutionalist with 
a reputation for short sentences# gave Alan 
10 years. He also ordered that Alan be 
held in a prison that has the ability to give 
him adequate follow-up care for his Hodgkin's 
disease# and that the Bureau of Prisons pro¬ 
vide quarterly reports on Berkman’s medical 
condition. Right after the sentencing# Alan 
was helicoptered to MCC/NY to face bail- 
jumping charges from 1983 when he went under¬ 
ground . 

Undo Evans 

On March 19# Northamerican anti-xmpenal- 
ist Linda Evans was convicted of multiple 
charges of purchasing weapons using false 
identification. May 20# she was sentenced 
by federal Judge Martin Feldman to 40 years 
in prison. In his sentencing. Judge Feld¬ 
man made reference to Linda as representing 
a "cult of violence" -- an ironic statement 
from a man with a reputation of defending 
segregationists against civil rights com¬ 
plaints before he was made a judge. Feld¬ 
man imposed this heavy sentence despite the 
fact that he received numerous letters 
from friends and supporters requesting 
that he sentence Linda to community ser¬ 
vice rather than a prison term and# in 
addition# several proposals from community 
institutions in New York and Austin# Texas 
offering her employment. Linda has been 
held in a county jail in New Orleans in 
which the conditions# for the overwhelming- 
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ly Black prison population, are inhumane 
and illegal. She has been subjected to 
constant harassment because she is a polit¬ 
ical prisoner and because, as such, she 
has fought for the human rights of all 
prisoners in the institution. 

Laura Whitehorn 

On February 19, Northamencan anti-imperial¬ 
ist Laura Whitehorn was sentenced to two 
years in prison on charges of having ob¬ 
tained a passport under a false name. She 
has been transferred to Pleasanton PCI in 
California. Laura still faces charges of 
possession of weapons and false identifi¬ 
cation and assault on a federal officer 
in Baltimore. After Judge Ramsey threw 
out much of the evidence in the case ob¬ 
tained during an illegal FBI search, the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals restored 
the evidence. Laura’s lawyers are taking 
the question to the Supreme Court. (See, 

The Insurgent , Voi. 2, No. 1) 


Legendary workingmen Nicola Sacco and Barto¬ 
lomeo Vanzetti were tried and executed in 
Massachusetts because they were anarchists 
and "foreigners." The police, courts and 
jails were used then, as they are now, as 
the first line of defense in the class war 
and to contain the internal colonies (the 
Palmer Raids coincided with the resurgence 
of the klan; a decade later, Puerto Rican 
Nationalists would be charged with sedi¬ 
tious conspiracy.) The state’s propaganda 
is tuned to the masses that certain kinds 
of resistance wli; not be tplerated. (See, 
"Resistance is Not a Crime, # The Insurgent , 
Vol. 2, No. 2). The U.S. government is try- 
ing to use the upcoming trial of the Ohio 8 
to drive this point home. 

On March 9, 1907, the railroad of the 8 to 
trial was going full steam ahead. The 8 
raised challenges to their court-appointed 
attorneys because ail had been federal or 
state prosecutors during the time that the 
charges were being investigated; federal 
Judge McNaught refused to allow the B to 
be represented by attorneys of their choice. 
U.S. Marshals had been flown in from all 
across the country to provide ’’security" 
at the hearing, and the four men comrades 
were brought into court in shackles. At¬ 
torney William Runstier, along with attor¬ 
ney Liz Fink and a supporter were forcibly 
removed from the courtroom when Kunstler, 
who has represented Tom Manning in two 
trials and whom Tom wanted to represent 
him in the Boston trial, stood in the aud¬ 
ience and attempted to address the judge. 

Ray Levasseur and Jaan Laaman, who are rep¬ 
resenting themselves, submitted a motion 
asking for a change of venue (change of 
location of the trial) because the condi¬ 
tions under which the 8 are being held 
made It impossible for them to prepare for 
trial. Federal marshals had seized all of 


the 8’s legal materials, including tens of 
thousands of pages of pre-trial discovery, 
and co-defendant meetings were denied. The 
women, held in Framingham, had to make a 
motion in court to be allowed to have pens 
and paper! The second argument in the mo- * 
tion was that pre-trial publicity which 
was a key part of "Operation Western Sweep,*" 
the hunt for the B and other revolution¬ 
aries, made it impossible to get an impar¬ 
tial jury. 

As court continued into the next day, it be¬ 
came clear that the government’s strategy to 
railroad the 8 was not working, they were 
fully prepared to fight the case, and in the 
process expose the Court’s violations of 
their legal and human rights. The progres¬ 
sive legal community in Boston, including 
the Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts, 
held a press conference denouncing the at¬ 
tempt to force the 8 to trial without law¬ 
yers. In fear of becoming the Judge Hoffman 
of the 80s, federal Judge McNaught granted 
the change of venue, moving the trial to 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and removing 
himself from the case. - 

As we go to press the new judge, Judge 
Young has removed all of the court-appoint¬ 
ed lawyers and will hear arguments about 
who should be appointed to represent the 
8. Despite the fact that they still have 
not been appointed lawyers, the 8 are ex¬ 
pected by Judge Young to go forward with 
this lengthy trial on June 15! 

Mutulu Shakur and Marilyn Buck 

Important developments continue in the pre¬ 
trial hearings of Dr. Mutulu Shakur and 
Marilyn Buck in the Brink’s RICO case. As 
our readers will recall, they both face 
numerous "racketeering" charges, including t 
the 1979 liberation from prison of Assata 
Shakur by the Black Liberation Army. Dr. 
Shakur is a New Afrikan POW and a Doctor of 
Acupuncture; Marilyn Buck is a Northameri¬ 
can and part of the revolutionary anti-imper¬ 
ialist movement. Both were underground be¬ 
fore their arrests. 

The trial is a continuation of the secret 
government counterinsurgency campaign, 
COINTELPRO, that targeted the Black Liber¬ 
ation Movement in particular. Dr. Shakur, 
Marilyn Buck and their legal team have ex¬ 
posed the ongoing government conspiracy 
against the defendants and the movements of 
which they are a part. 

In November 1986, Judge Charles Haight 
ruled that a warrant used in the raid on 
an East Orange, N.J. apartment immediately 
after the October 20, 1981 attempted Brink’s 
expropriation was illegal because it was too 
broad. The ruling threw out most of the 
evidence which the government was going to 
use against Marilyn Buck. The government 
appealed this to the Court of Appeals, which 
overruled Judge Haight on the grounds that 
the police acted in "good faith," so it 


Ohio 8 Trial Moved to Springfield, Mass. 
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didnjt matter. The defense is taking this to 
the Supreme Court, and the trial is postponed 
until the matter is resolved. Dr. Shakur 
continues to argue for his right to a speedy 
trial. 


lies in the hearings, when the y pr oduced a 
copy of the same statement in JTTF Agent 
Robert Cordler's handwriting — showing that 
he did indeed write it and dictate it to 
Solomon Brown. 


In a major victory, Mutulu Shakur was 
granted bail in February, 1987. The gov¬ 
ernment again appealed,'and again Judge 
Haight was overturned. Their actions re¬ 
flect the battle that is going on within 
the judiciary between those "constitution¬ 
alists" like Haight who are trying to main¬ 
tain at least the appearance of "civil 
rights," and those who believe that consti¬ 
tutional rights can be applied selectively. 

The government is trying to consolidate the 
judiciary to obediently carry out its pro¬ 
grams of repression, and wo expect they will 
continue to try to get Judge Haight to toe 
the line as the hearings continue. 

The defense also successfully challenged the 
FBI's "scientific expertise" in a series of 
hearings held to examine the techniques used 
by the FBI labs to analyze bloodstains. The 
government alleged that bloodstains found in 
an apartment belonged to Marilyn Buck. Mari¬ 
lyn's lawyers (Judy Holmes and Jill Elijah) 
used expert witnesses and cross-examination of 
the government's witnesses to show that, in 
fact, there had never been an independent 
scientific validation of the FBI’s methods. 
They ultimately forced the FBI to admit that 
their tests could show who was not the donor 
of a blood sample, but not who was. 

The FBI has often relied on its "scientific 
expertise" for convictions (an example is 
the conviction c i Wayne Williams in Atlanta 
for the murder of Black youths based on 
"scientific evidence.") * These hearings 
helped to expose that the FBI tenaciously 
protects its own results and techniques by 
refusing to allow independent examination of 
those technqiues. 

The government, in a remarkable show of 
vindictiveness, renewed its request to take 
hair samples from Mutulu and hair, blood 
and leg photographs of Marilyn. The order 
was carried out by agents of the Joint Ter¬ 
rorist Task Force while Marilyn and Mutulu 
resisted. Ironically, the results of the 
test showed that Marilyn's blood poorly 
matched the sample in evidence. 

In addition, there have been ongoing hear¬ 
ings to determine if there was proper evid¬ 
ence to issue warrants for the 1981 search 
and wiretapping of BAAANA, the Harlem acu¬ 
puncture center where Mutulu worked. The 
warrants were issued by Judge Haight on the 
basis of a handwritten affidavit from 
Solomon Brown, who had been captured in the 
attempted Brink's expropriation. Brown has 
since written an affidavit in which he stated 
that he was beaten and tortured: medical 
records show that his neck was broken and 
left untreated for weeks. Solomon stated 
that he was forced to copy a statement 
written by JTTF agents, while he was in 
great pain and under medication. The c' *f- 
ense successfully exposed the government's 


The pretrial hearings will be continuing 
on and off for many weeks. We urge people 
to come to court if you are in the New York 
City area when the hearings are going on, 
and to support Marilyn Buck and Mutulu 
Shakur by writing to them. 
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Ramona Africa, confd. from p. 13. 
Pennsylvania constitution could more aptly 
sing "Seig Hell" and proffer a Hitler 
salute. It would be more honest. 


The stipulations offered to Ramona in ex¬ 
change for her god-given right of freedom 
shattered any notion of the relevancy of the 
U.S. Constitution to Move people. But, 
again. May 13th did that as veil. In one 
fell swoop, state officials expressly vio¬ 
lated at, least the 1st and 4th amendments. 
They totally abridged and infringed Article 
I? Sections 3, 7, 11, 20 and 26 of the 
Pennsylvania Constitution. This system's 
"law" is a cruel hoax, a meaningless 
chimera. 


Ramona rejected these illusions of freedom. 

This courageous survivor of the Osage Ave¬ 
nue Holocaust is still strong, still com¬ 
mitted to Natural Law , Ravolution and the 
Teachings of John Africa . Despite her 
continuing imprisonment to this date no 
cop, no FBI agent, no ATF agents and no 
politician has ever been charged with a 
crime! In light of the events of May 13th, 
what better example could folks choose to 
see that this system is riddled with cor¬ 
ruption? 

To speak of political prisoners in the 
USSR or South Korea is an act of myopic hy¬ 
pocrisy if one opts to ignore ones like 
Ramona Africa in our very midst. Such an 
injustice should engender outrage at this 
lying, corrupt system which makes survival 
of premeditated genocide the only "crime" 
punishable. Demand Freedom for Ramona! 


FREE RAMONA! FREE MOVE! 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS! 
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Meese Aids Nazi War Criminal 


If there remains any doubt as to who the 
real terrorists are, U.S Attorney General 
Edwin Meese once again made it crystal 
clear to the world. For years, Meese has 
joined hands with Nazism by impeding the 
work of the Justice Dept's special unit 
assigned to prosecute Nazi war criminals 
living in the U.S. Meese recently shocked 
peace and justice-loving people everywhere 
when he took a personal interest in protec¬ 
ting Karl Linnas, who was the head of a 
Nazi concentration camp in Tartu, Estonia 
in World War II. Linnas was “discovered" 
ten years ago, when he was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship, and a legal battle ensued 
to deport him to the Soviet Union. 

This war criminal, who as head of Tartu 
was personally responsible for the murders 
of over 12,000 primarily Jewish men, women 
and children, has been tried and convicted 
in absentia by a Soviet court. Ho is 
sentenced to die upon his deportation to 
the Soviet Union, witnesses had testified 
that not only did Linnas supervise the 
concentration camp and the mass executions, 
but he would often personally round up the 
victims, stand them at the edge of huge 
pits and shoot them in the head. 

This is the man that Edwin Meese has cam¬ 
paigned for in the name of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment to save from deportation. After 
numerous hearings, ifc^became clear that 
despite Meese*s efforts, Linnas would have 
to be deported from the U.S V Meese then 
decided to use U.S. “influence" to find 


In Memoriam: Ed Sindin 


INSURGENT joins with progressive people 
everywhere in extending our sympathy to 
the family and friends of Edward Sindin, 
who died in New York City on April 29. Ed 
Srndin was a humanitarian, a patron of the 
arts, and a solidarity activist. Through 
the Sindin Gallery on Madison Avenue, he 
promoted internationally famous artists in 
this country, including Francisco Zuniga, 
one of Mexico's foremost sculptors. 

As Ed aged, he got more active. In 
recent years he was increasingly involved 
in solidarity efforts with the people of 
Central America. He was very active with 
the organization MADRE. Bella and Manny 
Rosenberg, the parents of anti-imperialist 
political prisoner Susan Rosenberg became 
close friends with Ed, particularly over 
Ed's growing concern and interest in Susan 
as a political prisoner. From one genera- 
I tion to the next 


another country to grant Linnas asylum. 
Overstepping all usual extradition and 
immigraton procedures, Meese planned to 
send Linnas to another country instead of 
the Soviet Union. He personally contact 
16 countries, in a search for asylum. All 
refused• 

Then, on the first night of Passover, 
hours before Linnas* scheduled deportation 
to the Soviet Union, the press found out 
that Meese had arranged a secret deal with 
Panama to grant him asylum there. Panama 
had agreed a full five days earlier, on 
April 10, to grant Linnas asylum. Yet. 
Meese didn’t act on the deal until the 
Passover holiday began, when most protest 
against anti-semitism and Nazism would be 
in less of a position to react swiftly. 
However, protests were immediately raised 
to the Panamanian government. Panama 
quickly reconsidered the decision, and 
within hours withdrew the offer for asylum. 
The Panamanian government said it had been 
acting out of humanitarian reasons in 
originally offering Linnas asylum, and had 
not been made aware by Meese of Linna's 
Nazi background! 

Had news of Meese*s intended action with 
Panama not been leaked out. Linnas would 
have escaped justice permanently—thanks 
to the man responsible for "JUSTICE" in 
the United States. Linnas, who was being 
held in the MCC-NY, was finally deported 
to the Soviet Union on Monday, April 20. 


We welcome the publication of 
CROSSROADS 

A journal of news, information 
and analysis about New Afrikan 
Prisoners of War and political 
prisoners 

Spear and Shield Publications 
1340 Irving Park Road 
Suite 108 

Chicago, Illinois 60613 

$2/$l for prisoners 

The first issue includes an 
article by New Afrikan POW 
Kojo Sababu Bomani; an article 
by and about Muslim prisoners; 
and information about the 
Lexington control unit. 
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UPDATES 


PUERTO RICAN BRIGADISTA*S SUSPICIOUS DEATH 

Manuel Santos Diaz, a participant in a 
Puerto Rican technical brigade to Nica¬ 
ragua, died under suspicious circumstances 
in Miami on March 9th. He was told by fed¬ 
eral authorites to go to the Miami passport 
office prior to leaving for Nicaragua be¬ 
cause there were problems with his passport. 
When he didn't arrive in Central America, 
friends notified his family, who got evas¬ 
ive explanations before they were finally 
officially notifed of his death. Medical 
authorities still have not given his fam¬ 
ily a complete report. Calls for an in¬ 
dependent investigation should be made to 
Congresspeople and Secretary of State 

— . 

TUCSON SANCTUARY TRIAL APPEAL 

The eight Sanctuary workers who were con¬ 
victed in Tucson federal court last May 
are appealing their convictions. (The 
eight were all sentenced to probation for 
illegally sheltering and transporting 
refugees.) The main arguments of the 
appeal are that the government didn't 
prove its case; that Judge Earl Carroll 
was wrong to exclude evidence having to 
do with international law, the necessity 
defense (that people had to take action 
to prevent a greater wrong), and the 
eight's religious motivations? and that 
the case should have been dismissed be¬ 
cause of selective prosecution and gov¬ 
ernment misconduct. % 

The argument of selective prosecution 
was reinforced by the revelations that 
the National Security Council had 
joined with the FBI and the CIA over the 
past three years to investigate and stop 
the Sanctuary Movement. The decision to 
indict Lhe eight was made at the highest 
levels of government. 


BIG MOUNTAIN RESISTERS ON TRIAL 
PROCLAIM SOVEREIGNTY 

On February 24, 1987. Bahe N.B. Keediniihii 
delivered to the Hop! Tribal Court a 
statement from the Big Mountain Sovereign 
Dineh Nation declaring that 2 of the 
defendants, Reginald Deer and Thomas 
Katenay were refusing to further 
participate in the trial proceedings 
stemming from the Big Mountain struggle. 

The statement reads in part: 

•Sovereignty means centuries of ancestors 
who have returned to this land. Sovereign¬ 
ty means the supreme law and the religion 
that is still carried on today ... We the 
members of SDN—our issues are justified 
before the world, that the aboriginal 
rights belong to us. ... We will continue 


Dineh-Hopi unity/resistance to the injus¬ 
tice of the white man’s court system. With 
the sovereign Hopi villages we have always 
and will continue to be one religion and 
one land ... The base of our existence is 
denied by the Hopi Tribal Court .. SDN's 
observation of the conduct of the Prosecu¬ 
tion and the Judge show they refuse to be a 
living Spirit. ... We shall not allow our 
presence to be used for abuse or joke 
about. Our struggle means more and we have 
cooperated so far. This will be our limit. 
... None of the BIA police or Hopi rangers 
were harmed; no blood was shed. We refuse 
to recognize the articificial laws being 
imposed on us today. ... now our beliefs 
and attachments are to the Dineh Nation." 

Contributions towards continued public 
education on the defense of Native American 
lands at Big Mountain, and for the legal 
fees and First Amendment lawsuit can be 
sent to: BM(JUA)LDOC 

2029 N Center Street 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
<602) 774-5233 

GERONIMO PRATT DENIED PAROLE 

Geronimo Pratt was once again denied 
parole by the State of California. 

Geronimo has been in jail since 
1971, charged with a robbery-murder. 

He has maintained from the first that 
he was at a meeting of the Black 
Panther Party at the time of the 
murder — a meeting that was under 
surveillance by the FBI as part of 
their COIMTELPRO program ro destroy 
and harass the Black Liberation 
Movement. Repeated legal attempts 
have failed to uncover the govern¬ 
ment conspiracy against Geronimo, 
but the battle continues. 


The government continues to set alarming 
precedents in the case of Joe Doherty, an 
IRA member who has been held for four 
years in the MCC/NY. A federal court 
ruled in 1984 that Joe could not be ex¬ 
tradited to Northern Ireland because the 
charges he faces there are political, 
not criminal (Joe escaped from jail in 
Belfast in 1981 where he was being held 
on charges of killing a British soldier.) 
An immigration judge has ordered that 
Joe be extradited to Ireland — and, for 
the first time in U.S. history, the At¬ 
torney General has opposed the design- 
nated destination of a deportee. Meese's 
actions ha%*e again shown the collusion of 
the U.S. and British governments in main¬ 
taining the oppression of Northern Ireland 
and attempting to defeat the Republican 
movement. 

Write to Attorney General Edwin Meese, 
Dept, of Justice, Washington, D.C. 20530 
to protest Joe's treatment and demand that 
he be sent to Ireland. 
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WRITE TO THE PRISONERS OF WAR AND POLITICAL PRISONERS 


■ 


NORTH AMERICAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Linda Evans 

Laura Whliehorn #22432-037 

FCI Pleasanton 

5701 8th Si 

Camp Parks 

Dublin. CA 94568 

Tim Blunk #09429-050 
USP Manon 
PO Box 1000 
Marion. IL 62959 
Kathy Boudin »84-A 171 
Judith dark #83-G 313 
Bedford Hills Corr Facility 
247 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills. NY 10507 

David Gilbert #83-A43158 
Auburn Cor Facility 
135 State St 

Auburn, NY 13024-9000 
Richard Picariello #05812 
Walpole Stale Prison 
S Walpole. MA 02071 

Alan Berkman #85-10404 

Marilyn Buck 

MCC 

150 Park Row 

NY. NY 10007 

Silvia Baraldmi #05125-054 

Susan Rosenberg #03684-016 

HSU Lexington 

PO Box 2000 

Lexington. KY 40512 

Larry GWdings 
USP Leavenwonn 
PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth. KS 66048 


Ohio 7 

Ray Levasseur #10376-016 
Pat Gros-Levasseur #18212-053 
Barbara Curzi-laaman #18213-053 
Jaan Laaman #10372-016 
Carol Manning # 10375-016 
Thomas Manning #10373-016 
Richard Williams #10377-016 
MCC 

150 Park Row 
NY. NY 10007 

Plowshares Prisoners 

Helen Woodson #141-242 
MCF Shakopee 
PO Box 7 

Shakopee MN 55379 

Jean Gump #03789-045 
WFCI. Box A 
Alderson. WV 24910 
Richard Miller #15249-077 
FCI 

P.0 Box 33 

Terre Haute IN 47806 

Fr Carl Kabat #03230-045 
FCI 

Box 1000 
Milan. Ml 48160 

Tim Lietzke #03830-018 
FCI 

Petersburg, VA 23804 
Kart Smith #01268-052 
FCt Alienwood 
Box 1000 

Montgomery PA 17752 

Jett Leys 
PO Bo* 128 
Winnebago. Wl 54985 


Barb Kan #12387-047 
Darla Bradley #037904)45 
MB99 

3150 Horton Rd 
Ft Worth. TX 76119 

John LaForge #12388-047 
Larry Mortan #03788-045 
Ken Rippetoe #03787-045 
FPC 

Bax 1000 
Marion. IL 62959 

Charles Mills III 
Brevard Cty Detention Ctr 
PO Box 800 
Sharpes. FL 32959 

Vancouver 4 

Ann Hansen 
Prison for Women 
Box 515 

Kingston. Onl . Canada K7L 4W7 

Gerry Hannah 

Matsqui Medium Institution 

Box 4000 

Abbotsford. BC Canada V25 4P3 

Doug Stewart 
Kent Prison 
RO Box 2000 

Agassiz BC. Canada VOM 1A0 
Brent Taylor 

Milhaven Maximum Institution 
Box 280 

Bath. Ont Canada KDH 1G0 

IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Joe Dougherty #07792-054 
MCC-9 South 
150 Park Row 
NY NY 10007 


Literature from the Committee to Fight Repression: 


Sentencing Statements ot Resistance Fighters Susan Rosenberg and Tim Blunk $ .25 

Build a Revolutionary Resistance Movement- 

Communiques from the North American Armed Clandestine Movement 1982-1985 2.50 

Subscription to THE INSURGENT! 6 issues/year (free to prisoners) 6.00 

Foreign subscription 12.00 


Committee to Fight Repression. PO Box 1435 Cathedral Station. New York. NY 10025 
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